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CO^fllDBiVTlAL . 

1936 / 3 . 17 . 


ritish ^©pnti m 9 
lonrovi , 

Peer k'V 2 nd* 1947 


dear Sir, 


Reference your letter Pub 0442/6? of 
December 6th* 1947* 

iOr your information I attach 

1. Copy of Financial Adviser's report for 1946. 

, Extracts from C nmencement ad&reSG 

delivered at Buss a igh School at close 
or term in November 1947. 

3 * 'ud^-et Sunjnary 1947 . 

4. Summary of available funds for 1947. 

3* Comparison of total revenues for 
the years 195b, 1945 and 1926. 

6. Details of Budget 1947 for Department 
of Public Instruction. 

In £. above the figure, J, 559, pupils tlven 
as attending aon-Oovermnent schools It ore or lees 
correct, as the Catholic Mission have throughout the 
country 3,OGQ on roll and they understand that they 
have about half the pupils attending design schools. 
Incidentally this tlission is not s jsMI ad but it is 
proposed to grant a subsidy in 1946* though all 
hiss ions are indirectly subsidises by being given 
the privilege of Inserting goods free of duty for 
their Churches and schools, 

the balance of pupils i.e. the 9,636 
attending s Qvcmmmt schools, 2 should take with the 
proverbial grano sale and 6,000 or even less raay b© 
a better estimate hut there is no v/sy of actually 
checking u; * 

The population of llberia is variously given 
but I think 2 million is a fair estimate* Of that number 
it is Int os Bible to B:y how many ar< literate and any 
estimate would be purely guess work. After nine months 
here I have my own idea but that again Is also only 
& pusas. 


I hope that this information will be sufficient 
for you to reply to the Daily Guardian. 

Tours very truly 

$ 

Act£ . British Vice Consul 


public Relations Officer, 
3# Trelawney Street, 

Freetown. 








hxtractg from Goiimence.-ei ruidreaa 
Graduating Clas of 1947 at besBa 
on t oveiaber 1947. 


delivered to the 
digb School, Liberia, 


Private* ‘Church"i’ribal^TowIfhi ( J ov ® rnLla '' t » Gabion 

Schools in -Ibarla c^iS a JoU 

arid on enroll ent nr i<wj f 3 a -, ' oli “ ^91 teacbors 

486 op ^TltSLgt^&^ggag.^, rgu*. 

a grand total or 17,193 School goiSg go;S & 

County, 4 in iiajrehall^errotor-T^ ^ V 1 ontoer **b“° 
County, ho iiii a„Jr7„„ ,S rl °: 01J > ' * in Grand lasea 

County, 16 in tTWesteS^Provinc^ 1 S^in th**CV 0Un \ 
Province and 10 in the iiastern SlSef 0eutr ‘ a 

ontaerrado County* SchoolsSanS* 1 8 * U * e , t8 1:1 Jj lberin, 
5 ,^ 31 ; . .uraholl 1’errotopy a ®brolLient of 

1,68. j. Since Coun tyf?. ral ? d **"“ Cou ,ty 

Grand U ape SoSt Smt 599^feate™T ,t; f 3 ' 355 »* 

. Instruction^ Sf 

® ^ in e atrenuoua and yrot.reoelve efroTH-.f 1 ? 1 * 0 * 8 ^' 18 
•0B8 education. Kaohyear ie v/Lh« ? 1 4,0 erUorCu 

in new localities- addition, ® v t BCll ® ole ora opened 
and large• salaries ££*£*£ SI ajipointad * 

SnSTain^f^ 1 ^ s*&?s s st prior ' 

teacher received °T* *“ 1 *5-<W.no 

month. In l947tbe miniramaSfire iSl '*£?i doU ‘ irB ;i 
no increase in a purouriiTti ™ 1 ‘ io ^ lare - -lth 

years, the Department Ueslrea 1x1 t!w c «aiag 

will climb steadily until the -„**? ? 4 ’ 1 ® • ‘ibimuia salary 

t. »oh„ in {Jt > «g l 4* «■Hi*”* ■» 

? LO uolXars per month* 

cost of 37,690 dollfit'.- whin!r rf i sc-iools at t 10 annual 
5 ,000 collars for the current ./oarS rUt>li ° 8chool « is 

Liberia berln*wlth'the*fou/idineT* , eflort * in 

ihat interest has continued S^iST* 1 ® 1822 - 

Liberia, and with a few excentil^f J c hlet °ry of 
second to none. . th *i* efforts are 

in operation in Liberia ’l,.™?!! ap ® ? 2 mission schools 

and a total enrollment of 7,359 SudIIo 11 ° f i 16 teecljers 
****,, 1 upiia (1,4 stud into. 

annually " -out subsidizes L2 Plosion schoole 
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Monrovia 

3ep 50 ? 1>4-o 



asrxmtsg) fflvmiss ^dp. the 

EiK 1947 


But Tax 

Centennial Tax 

Revenue Tax or. Exports frcn 1 . Leased Lands 

License Fees 

Front Sale of Ra>v Qold 

Mercantile Profits Tax 

All other Internal Revenues 


^300,000.00 

120 , 000,00 

110,000.00 

105,000.00 

55,000.00 

45 , 000.00 

116,000.00 


Total Internal Bavenzes 


0 853*000,00 


Public utilities and Postal 


61,000,00 


TOTAL zzcnmm CUSTOM 


91/fa 000,00 


gust as 


Iwpart Duties 
Export Duties 
Surtax 

Mis eellarjeeuE 


TOMflL GUST OSS 


m, 100,00 
60, 000,00 
113,115*00 
2,500*00 

929,715.00 


Respectfully sttttdt ted 


SID; J* 3, Harris, Sr- ? 

CXHraSOLLER CF THE TREASURY SC©; G. T, Pilot 

SUPERVISOR CF REVENUES 


ASECVED; 


311: John A. Dunaway 
FUWiOUL ADVISER 
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1 93 1943 tifld 1 J46* 





1938 

1945 

19.6 


Ajllors 

68 5, 3 "8 
1,933,706 
2,357,401 





£4Sl_ . Smar ts 

Do Llai-a Doilars 

2,214.1,792 1,957,095 

5 , 129,52 11 , 34 *-, 6.:5 

4,731,715 12,512,9,>2 


or tbe exports plantation rubber accounts for 
1938 1,099,000 -Dollars. 

1945 10,960,000 * 

■ 

1946 11 , 465,127 » 































x true to from q tncncc .e* * delivers i lo the 

Graduating Gina of 1947 at Loses High Lc ool 9 -Iberia, 
on 4 ovember 194 ?# 


.«**t*t4****>*»»i*»*«# There qi'o <-*. ( ovcpn!.ij t, iGntoii 
i rlvote, Church, Tribal, lor/nship and Phll^tuthroplc 
Schools in -Iberia carrying a total of f 91 teachers 
ahd an enrollment of l6,64u :;i rjontary school jupllo, 

483 igh School students and 57 College raon, maLing 
a grand total of 17,195 school going people* 

Of the S schools , ttiere are U in ;|ontBcrrauo 
County, 4 in arshall Tcrrotoiy, in Grand Bobos 
C ounty, 40 im Maryland County, 6 in Grand Cape bunt 
County, 16 in the Veetem I'rovince, 34 in the Ce tr d 
rovlnce and 10 in the Eastern Irovinee. 

Of the 17,135 pupils and stu. e to in Liberia, 
ontserrado County Schools carry a total enroll ert of 
5,<-31; arstmll Terrotory ^ 9; Grand Basea Gou sty 
1,682; Cinoc County , 13; ary land County 
Grand Cape ouat Coucit 599, eatem rrovinee ): 

Cc trol Province , J3j and Eastern roviricc 740. 

The efforts of the beparuaant of J ublic 
instruction, with limited means at its disposal, is 
^ *.ing strenuous and progressive efforts to enforce 
. 4 ise education. Koch year new schools arc opened 
In new local!ties; additional teachers arc appointed, 
and larget salaries are paid* In 1943 end yenre prior, 
teachers teachers received salaries as low os 5 
dollars and 6*33 dollars per ; orvth* In 1945-46.no 
teacher received e r;alary less than 1 . .50 collars a 
month. In 194?the minimum wage is 15 dollars. With 
an increase in appropriation for 1943 and in tho cojiing 
years, the Department desires that the minimum salary 
will climb steadily until the goal is reacted where no 
teacher will receive lean than 25 to 0 dollars er . o th. 

In addition to public schools operated wh liy 
by Government the Department subsisisee 34 Pisoio , 
i 'rivete, Philanthropic and Church schools at the annual 
cost of 37,690 dollars while that for Public Schools is 
5 fiOUO uollnre for the current eor. 

.. liosioruiry efforts In 

-Iberia began with the founding of the Cbu try in 1822. 
hat interest has continued throughout tlie history of 
Liberia, and with n fen exceptions, their efforts are 
second to none* ***«*.•• bore are 9 *- Isoion schoolo 
in operation in Liberia, currying a roll of 16 touchers 
and a total enroll *cnt of 7, 59 pupils rid students. 

Covora ent subsidises . 2 Moo Ion Bchoolo 


annually 
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In case of reply tin# number a&d date 
of this teller should be quoted 


FREETOWN, 

SIERRA LEONE, 


No....M>.t..aWi;?/6Z. 


6t h D; c Bjbe r, . km 7 


Dear Sir, 

I should be inch obligeu if „ ou would let me have the rout¬ 
ing I nfor mat Ion : 

1* Total budget expenditure or Liberian Government 
in I9h6* Also total revenue for that „ear. 

2. Amount spent or voted in that /ear, by the 
Government on “cSucatlon. 

3* Hat lifted population or Liberia in 19 * 6 * 

U, How man/ scnouls maintained or suhtiiolnaa wj 
<iovernr;ient, and Lots many maintained exclusively 
by misnionary bodies* 


iRfc» ■ r. 



5* Total estimated number of pupils attending schools* 


6* ifstin&teu perci-ntw^? of literates In vbole 
ropulation. 


7* IT possible a copy oi 19 6 Estimates oT kevenue 
end Expenditure* 


2, ilj reason Tor uesiring this; information is that the town 
paper a are conducting retrer *• campaign at tue moment uireeted^f 
alleged neglect of Education in sierra Leone by the f foreign* 
rulers o. * tie country wn^ su^e sting that if the Government were 
African ineteiu, of Eurorf >n t or *t leaLt • ore. Africanized - it 
would not be guilty of so much neglyct but spend a much hi n r 
percentage of revenue on ^Question* 1 attach a copy of yesterday's 
it-ou* of the Daily uaruian newspaper carrying on 3rd page an 
article by Thomas Becker headed ''Whither Education"* 

3. it would be useful to have a few Liberia facts, f igures and 
statistics on this mutter for purpose® of comparison* 


1 urn, Sir, 
Yours very truly. 


Ai_ * Publ 1 c Re i at ions 0. r ic e r . 



H* I** U« Vice Consul 


JfOTiROVlA. 


ES/PD, 


g 4 p**,h+u/^2u^ 


il.iiul.MU I'fclin Mu 


o 












RESD. NO 



CONF MTIAL 

(1717/M7A7) 


Bri.ti.ali Lejatian, 
KUSCVIA, Liberia, 

31st October, 1947. 


Pur Western Itepartnent, 


Your JZQ315/2330/24 of till© 30 th 
September. 

♦ 

The U.S.Chflrg* d'Affaires lias now sent 
us copies of tiie address delivered by the 
U. S. Ambassador during the Centenary celebra¬ 
tions, four of uiich we enolouo herewith. 



amxsrr* $ 


The Western Department, 


Foreign Office, 


London. 










ADDRESS DELIVERED AT MONROVIA, LIBERIA, 

BY BRIGADIER GENERAL B. 0. DAVIS, SPECIAL 
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES V/ITH PERSONAL RANK OF 
AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PL3JIP0TH1TIARY, 
ON HIE OCCASION OF IKE CEKTMARY OF THE 
REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA, JULY 26, 1947. 


Mr. President, Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and 
Gentlemen:- 

As one who has watched with keen interest the growth and 
development of Liberia over a period of almost forty years. It 
is with a sense of real personal satisfaction and happiness that 
I bring to you on this auspicious occasion the greetings of the 
President of the United States and, throu^i him, the felicita¬ 
tions of the people of the United States, 

My presence here today as the Special Representative of 
President Truman to Liberia's Centennial Celebration is but ano¬ 
ther manifestation of the Presidents deep and continuous inter¬ 
est in Liberia, Many of the projects wiich the United States 
has undertaken in your Republic bear the stamp of bin personal 
approval and his blessings for success. In speaking of this de¬ 
sire of President Truman to promote Liberian well-being, one 
recalls the similar sentiments held by another great American - 
Franklin D, Roosevelt, who throughout his long administration 
took so personal an interest in the well-being and progress of 
Liberia, 


My own interest in Liberia and her welfare is one born of 
personal association, for I first saw the City of Monrovia In 
the early part of April, 1910* when I arrived in Liberia to 
assume my dirties as Military Attache at the American Legation- 
During my tour of duty here I acquired an affection for Liberia 
and its people which the intervening years Lave served only to 
strengthen. Perhaps you would be interested in a few of rry 
reminiscences of the people I knew and events that I observed 
in these years when this young Republic was struggling valiantly 
to overcome problems and difficulties which am times seemed to 
threaten its very existence * I recall that the Chief Executive 
of Liberia at that time was the Honorable Arthur Barclay, 
while the Honorable J, J. Dossen was Vice President and the 
Honorable F.E.id Johnson, Secretary of State* On one of my 
missions with the Gold Star Mothers during the early thirties, 

I again had the pleasure of meeting Mr. Johnson in Paris, 

France, where lie war visiting. The Secretary of V/ar in 1910 
was General padmore, while the Honorable James T- Prout was 
Postmaster General* Your newly appointed Minister to the 
United States, the Honorable C.EuB, King was Attorney General 
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at the time* I recall also that Mr, J*J* Morris was Secretary 
of the Interior, Mr. Morris f son, Mr. John Levds Morris, who 
was the son-in-lav; of Mr, Lyon, our American Minister, later 
became a Cabinet officer. The daughter of Mr* and Mrs, John 
Levds Morris was in attendance at Tuskegee Institute, Alabama, 
during one of my visits there a few years ago. I also remem¬ 
ber vdth pleasure my acquaintanceship with the family of the 
Honorable Gabriel Dennis, who is presently serving vdth such 
great distinction as your Secretary of State. It was also my 
privilege and a great honor to serve as Military Aide to the 
then President Edwin Barclay, and the President-elect, Mr. Tubman, 
during their visit to the United States a few years ago. So, 
you can understand that a close association with things Liberian 
not only has brought about a personal interest in your people 
and nation, but has also produced a sense of personal pride at 
seeing the Republic of Liberia enter its second century of 
existence* 

The attainment of one hundred years of independence as a 
sovereign state is an achievement in which the Liberian people 
may rightfully take great pride. Even under the most propitious 
circumstances, many peoples have striven in vain to attain the 
goal of a century of sovereignty. When one considers the 
seemingly insurmountable hardships and trials involved in 
carving out of the African wilderness this Republic of Liberia— 
the heartbrealdng difficulties of nurturing the infant Republic 
through its first century of existence, one is awed by the 
courage and determination displayed by the Liberian people* 

Liberia has made substantial progress in the major fields 
of social, economic and political endeavor since those far away 
days of 1910 when I first visited the Republic, This great 
port v/hich is nearing completion and which promises to estab¬ 
lish Monrovia as one of the leading shipping centers of the 
V/est Coast is symbolic of an economic development ‘Which should 
bring lasting benefits to Liberia and her people. Vfith the 
further extension of the Liberian internal road system, now we32 
under way, the farmers of the hinterland will have access—for 
the first time—to modem means of transportation. This should 
mean that Liberia r s rich agricultural and mineral resources 
will flow at an ever expanding rate to tho world's markets. 
Likewise, goods and commodities desired and needed by the 
Liberian people will be available in steadily increasing 
quantities. 


It is well to note, when speaking of Liberia's commer¬ 
cial development, that Liberia is indeed fortunate in being 
the possessor of rich natural resources. Your iron ore, rubber, 
palm oil, cocoa and timber—to mention a few—are commodities 
greatly needed by a resource-hungry world* The mere existence 
of these resources ooes not, of course, assure certain riches 
to Liberia, for history is replete with examples of potentially 
wealthy peoples living in chronic, dure poverty due to failure 


to 
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to develop and use their resources. It is difficult to gener¬ 
alise regarding the reasons for this paradox, but I refuse to 
subscribe to the theory that normal human beings are indifferent 
to their own material welfare and prefer idleness to industry. 

I believe it is true, however, that an individual's incentive 
to improve his status is influenced in great measure by the con¬ 
dition of his health, amount of education, and the degree to 
which he regards himself as an accepted and responsible member 
of society. Without a positive, dynamic approach to.matters of 
health, education, and a homogeneous society, natural resources 
will lie undeveloped, due to the failure of human resources s 
Economic progress and social development must go forward toge¬ 
ther a 


It is, perhaps, in the field of preserving and developing 
the human resources that Liberia f s recent progress has been most 
outstanding. Under the wise leadership of President Tubman, 
Liberia has instituted measures to Improve the social and poli¬ 
tical welfare of her peoples which have won universal praise. 

The foundation which vaU best insure a prosperous and happy 
Liberia when those who follow us celebrate the Republic's Bi¬ 
centennial rests mainly upon such far-seeing measures as are 
exemplified by the recent enfranchisement of the hinterland 
peoples and the women o-f Liberia* It rests, too, upon the pre¬ 
sent administrations 1 program to improve constantly the educa¬ 
tion, health and living standards of the Liberian people. 

The people of the United States, who are justifiably proud 
of their historic ties with this Republic, deeply admire the 
courage and wisdom inherent in these measures which have been 
taken zo protect and enhance the welfare of the Liberian peoples. 
The sentiment of the United States may be best expressed, perhaps, 
by the words of President Truman who, on the occasion of Liberia's 
entrance into the one hundredth year of her independence, cabled 
President Tubman as follows: 

'■'It is a source of encouragement and pleasure 
to see those same ideals of justice and freedom which 
lead to the founding of the Republic of Liberia evi¬ 
denced in your forward-looking policy of broadening 
the basis of Liberian democracy to embrace the peoples of 
the interior, With leaders who look to propscrity 
end well-being of all its people, Liberia cannot but 
continue in the pursuit of this goal with the sup¬ 
port and good-will of all nations« 

"Lith time the ties of good will and mutual 
trust which have characterized the relations between 
our respective nations have been strengthened by an 
ever-expanding community of interest, and the people 
of thh United States look forward to a continuation 
of this peaceful and friendly relationship and to 


witnessing 
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vatnessing the further development of Liberia as a pros¬ 
perous and progressive member of the community of 
nations* 11 

President Truman f s brief review of America's relationship 
with Liberia calls to mind an inscription from Shakespeare which 
is chiseled in marble at the entrance to the national Archives 
Building on Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington: ir .Vhat is past 
is prologue* 1 ' Can there be doubt that the substantial achieve*, 
ments of Liberia in economic and social development are but an 
omen of even greater progress in the future? There is much at 
stake, for the courage and self-discipline which the Liberian 
people display in nurturing the roots of democracy here on the 
West African coast will have reverberations far beyond their own 
borders* The people of the United States, in particular, will 
watch the future course of your Republic with keen and sympathe¬ 
tic interest. The desire of the American people to aid the de¬ 
velopment of Liberia is deep-seated and long-standing, Who can 
deny that this is so, when, after the outbreak of the Second 
World War, Liberia^ request for assistance in its War effort 
was answered on an unprecedented scale. The United States sent 
arms and ammunition to equip Liberian troops; our own soldiers 
were stationed in Liberia; roads were constructed for military 
purposes; and the airport at Roberts Field, named for Joseph 
Jenkins Roberts, was enlarged to accommodate the largest trans¬ 
port planes* Nov/ that the war emergency has passed, the United 
States hopes that arrangements may be worked out to permit this 
fine airport to be maintained, for its operation will permit 
our planes to continue a service which has formed an important 
link between the United States and Liberia* 

Furthermore, much aid less military in character has been 
extended# Since November, 1944, the United States Public Health 
Service has maintained a Mission in Liberia, In this respect, 
it is hoped that a small group of trainees may come to the United 
States to be instructed in the essentials of administration of a 
modern public health service. It is planning to continue its 
program of assistance until young Liberians can take over this 
work. I need not emphasize that there is no more important 
public service than that of public health, and I am sure that 
the Liberian people join the people of the United States in the 
high hopes that we have with regard to the benefits which 
American assistance in this respect may bring, aid to the future 
success of the Public Health Service of Liberia, 

Again, in the fall of 1944, the rbreign Economic Adninis- 
tration sent an Economic Mission to Liberia* Tills Mission is 
now a part of the Department of State, and is continuing its 
work of advising and assisting the Liberian Government in the 
development of its natural resources and over-all economy* It 
was also through the recommendations of the Department of State 
that the Bureau of Mines of the United States Department of the 
Interior sent engineers to examine the iron ore deposits of the 


Western 





Western Province* Their report has resulted in the formation 
by an American group of a Liberian mining corporation which pro¬ 
poses to aid Liberia in developing this new industry. 

In conformance with its interest in Liberia r s welfare, our 
Government has given much thought to its native tribal peoples, 
and particularly to their need for modem education. We have 
been requested by the Liberian Government to assist in the de¬ 
velopment of an educational program for all of the people of 
Liberia, I believe that everyone recognizes that it is absolute¬ 
ly essential that the Liberian people as a whole fit themselves 
in every way to participate in the economic development of their 
country Unfortunately, the existing educational facilities in 
Liberia are inadequate to train all the necessary engineers, 
technicians, and administrators* To help meet this vital need, 
our Government has made grants to the American institution 
which supports the Booker Washington Institute, and this year, I 
believe, we are extending major financial aid to employ teachers 
in auto mechanics, agriculture, constructive and health projects* 
In cooperation vdth the Public Health Service, the Department 
of State has worked out a plan for the training of nurses and 
also has assisted in the employment of specialists in nutrition, 
home economics, and agriculture, who now are, or have been, work¬ 
ing in Liberia, In relation to Liberia*s educational needs, our 
assistance, however, is not sufficient to do more than fill in 
some of the most obvious gaps, Much as we desire to increase 
our assistance it h r :s not been possible to do as much as we would 
like* 


But I have been speaking of the past—is not the past, in¬ 
deed, a prologue of the future? Certainly, the future can wit¬ 
ness no diminution in the interest of the United States in the 
continued prosperity and development of Liberia. Indeed, one 
may safely prophesy that this Interest of the American people in 
Liberia's welfare will increase during the coming years. It is 
natural that this should be so* Qur historic ties of friend¬ 
ship, reflected so clearly in the position of the United States 
as Liberia's u naxt friend", are becoming ever stronger vdth the 
passing years. This happy circumstance finds material expression 
in the assistance which our citizens, missionaries, educators, 
and philanthropists in the United States are offering to Liberia 
on an expanding scale. 

During recent years—or more precisely, since the partici¬ 
pation of the united States in the Second World Uar the American 
people authorized their Government to expend large sums in Li¬ 
beria for the common defense of the two countries. Mow that the 
war has been successfully concluded, the Congress has embarked 
on a policy of curtailing current budgets and reducing the huge 
national debt with a view to easing the very considerable tax 
charges these two factors involve. This economy program is both 
consistent with sound fiscal policy and with the desires of a 
large proportion of the American electorate. As one result of 







this econo,'coy program* L\S* commitments which were based on purely 
military considerations are being substantially and steadily reduced 
Even under this program the assistance which the United States 
is called upon to lend to countries of Europe, the Middle East 
and Asia in their effort to rebuild after the devastation of the 
i/ar and to meet the most immediate needs of serving millions* 
are so great that only through strict economy can we hope to bring 
a measure of relief. 

The liquidation of projects whose chief raison d'etre was 
prosecution of the war effort must not be interpreted by Liberia 
as a symbol of diminishing U S* interest in Liberia and* her 
aspirations. There is every indication that the U.S, Economic 
and Public Health .Missions in Liberia — to mention two such 
activities- — will continue and perhaps increase their services* 

-1 hardly believe it necessary to stress that these Missions also 
vd— continue to work in close collaboration with Liberian author¬ 
ities for the well-being of the Republic, 

I would be less than candid* however* if I did not emphasize 
that the United. States Congress is no?; scrutinizing* with the 
utmost care expenditures outside the continental United States. 
Considering the billions of doll irs which the American people 
gladly granted to their allies during the war period* it is per¬ 
fectly natural and right that the Congress is now desirious of 
limiting such outflow of capital to a reasonable minimum. 

I know* however* that you ..re mainly interested in the im¬ 
plications of this policy as regards your Republic* No one* of 
course* can assume to prophesy the future. I think that I can 
state* however* without fear of contradiction* that the people of 
the United States* through their government* will continue to 
evidence their keen and sympathetic interest in the progress of 
Liberia through the extension oi all appropriate assistance. 

The extent to which government and private capital is made avail¬ 
able for the further development of Liberia—and I cannot over¬ 
emphasize this point—primarily will be conditioned by the astute¬ 
ness* self-discipline* and character displayed by the Liberian 
Government and its people both in the handling of such monies and 
the objectives of the expenditures* 

In other words* I feel sure that there is a very clear ratio 
between the total of American capital which will be available to 
Liberia* and the wisdom and vision with which the Liberian Republic 
manages its own affairs, when 1 speak of wisdom and vision , I 
think* for example * of the exemplary leadership displayed by your 
present administration in employing substantial amounts of the 
Republic's revenues during the past few years in reducing the 
Republic 1 ; ^uncled debt* From a strictly accounting point of view* 
Liberia now enjoys a balance sheet which shows current assets sub¬ 
stantially in excess of current liabilities. It is difficult to 
attain such a fiscal position* but the benefits which are derived 
from such sacrifice are easily worth the cost involved. With 
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h-iicli a balance sheet * Liberia has a far more favorable opportunity 
of obtaining funds from the United States either through public 
or private sources with which to implement its Five-Year Flan of 
Development „ Likewise* the resourcefulness and energy which the 
Republic displays* for example* in aiding production by its 
farmers and in developing its natural resources* will be very 
much weighed in the balance when a lean or grant to Liberia is 
under consideration* 

I sincerely hope that you will not feel that the United States 
is requesting more cooperation from Liberia than from the other 
countries of tne world—and there are many—which are seeking 
American assistance. Nothing could be further from the truth* 

The unique relationship between the United States and Liberia dur¬ 
ing the past one hundred years is ample evidence—if such evidence 
is needed -of the American people’s will to leave no stone unturned 
to aid Liberia in achieving her aspirations* At the same time, 
the United States—which until very recently v;as a debtor nation 
and itself desirious of obtaining capital—will apply the all- 
illuminating yardstick of resourcefulness* energy* productivity 
and above all the cooperation of your government and people in 
these developmental programs* when considering the advisability 
of advancing capital to this young Republic, Secretary of State 
Marshall* in a recent address at Harvard University, pointed out 
to the nations of Europe that it was precisely these terns of 
measurement which would determine the ability of the United States 
to aid these countries in recovering from the ravages of the past 
war* Liberia is* indeed, fortunate that it did not feel the direct 
horrors of that war, and unlike many other nations, that its 
destiny rests comoletely in its own hands* 

This is as it should be, and the people and the Government 
of the United States have no desire nor intention that it be 
otherwise* it is a historical truism that the momentum for pro¬ 
gress can never be injected into a nation; it must arise from 
within. The greatert challenge facing the Liberian people today 
is^to maintain and augment that momentum which has been so clearly 
evidenced of late. In attempting to meet this greatest of all 
challenges, Liberia may rest assured that it has the active interest 
0 jl the American people and that it may look to receiving such ' 
assistance as may be appropriate. As I have already indicated. 
Liberia, as iveU as the many other nations now calling upon the 
United States for aid, may expect sympathetic attention and appro¬ 
priate assistance only so long as it continues to manifest, through 
deeds as well as words, its desire to help itself before calling ° 
upon its friends xor aid* Thus in a very real sense, Liberia*'s 
future well-being rests in the hands of each individual Liberian 
citizen,. Above all each citizen must demonstrate a faith in his 
own nation equal or greater than that which he would have other 
nations show in it. As the Liberian economy expands and prospers, 
the opportunity for Liberian citizens to invest their savings'in 
the projects undertaken by their Government or fellow 


citizens 






citizens will also expand* In so investing* Liberians 
will not only give to the world a tangible manifestation of their 
faith in their own nation but will also bo following the only 
route to true and lasting self-sufficiency^ This route is by 
no means unknown nor is Liberia t ravelling it alone * The United 
States has preceded Liberia along this road arid as one of its 
predecessors has met the road's pitfalls and enjoyed the rewards* 
its desire now is to assist its friends along this same road, 
but it cannot travel the road for them* 

I think we might find in a quotation from Thomas Jefferson 
a philosophy which may be a guide to Liberia in days to come c 
Llr* Jefferson said: "I do not believe that the great masses of 
mankind were born with saddles on their back, nor a favored few 
booted and spurred, ready to ride them*" Although Jefferson was 
speaking of individuals, this wise philosophy applies equally 
to nations* It is unfortunate, however, that we often find in¬ 
dividuals and nations who are saddled and those who are booted 
and spurred. Happily, today nations and individuals may have 
within themselves the power to prevent their becoming the saddled* 
Of course, neither Liberia nor the United States desires to be 
the booted nor the : purred, but on the contrary they desire to 
live in peace and in equality with their friends of the world. 

The United States and Liberia ire both members of the United 
Nations; both cooperated with each other and with other nations 
and peoples of good will in formulating its charter* We joined 
in sponsoring Justice and Liberty to all without distinction of 
race, creed or color. Our countries stand together for freedom, 
democracy, and the advancement of .all peoples* To this high 
purpose we are dedicated* Let it be your guide through all this 
new century of your Republic* Side by side as equals, then, let 
the United States and Liberia furnish the world a unique example 
of cooperation and mutual benefit, an example which we all hope 
will aid in the ultimate realisation t-f a lastingly peaceful 
world in which the individual may freely enjoy the liberty and 
dignity which our nations believe are his inalienable rights* 






Refs 


861/20/47 


4th October, 1947 


Dear Department: 

We enclose as extract from the New York 
Times of 27th September summarising a Press conference 
given by Hr. Stettinius, the former Secretary of State 
of the United States, and Kr. Dennis, the Secretary of 
State of Liberia, Mr. Stettinius seems to have done 
most of the talking. 

2, You will see that two organisations are 
being set up, the Liberian Company, which is a commer¬ 
cial concern, and the Liberian Educational Foundation, 
which will be financed by means of 100,000 one-dollar 
shares In the Liberian Company. The latter will have 
m initial working capital of about £1,000,000, of which 
one quarter will be held by the Liberian Government. 

3 . The State Department have confirmed during 
infor1 conversation that no United States Government 
funds are involved, although the project has the full 
approval of the State Department. The State Department 
have no doubt that accusations of "dollar imperialism" 
will be made in acne quarters, but they regard it as 
wholly desirable that the necessary capital should be 
put up to develop the economic resources of Liberia. 

You will note that it la claimed on behalf of the Liberia 
Company that it will not have monopoly rights and that 
an open-door policy will be followed. 

4 # Although the capital of the Company has 

been privately subscribed, former State Department 
officials will play a prominent part. Mr. Stettinius 
himself 1s chairman of the Board of Directors and his 


Western Department, 
Foreign Office. 
London, S.W.i 
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business associates will Include Mr. Joseph Oran, the 
former Under-Secretary of State, sod General Julius 
Holies, who was an Ass1st sat Secretary of state for a 
period during 1944-45. One of the other directors Is 
Kr« Blackwell smith, who formerly served with the 
United States Porelgn Economic Administration. 
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se are eending copies of this letter and 


>>' i;. Vi-4 


enclosure to the Chancery at Monrovia. 
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Youre ever, 

CHffNC^mY 
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iiBERIA RESOURCES 


Stettinius Associates Map Plan 
to Provide Negro Republic 
With Money, 'Know-How 1 


Ksw York Times, 

27th September , 1947 


WAY IS OPENED TO OTHERS 


Government Gives Exploratory 
Rights Without Monopoly— 
U. 3, Leaders Take Part 


Edward Ft, Stetuiuus dr.. former 
StcitsUry of state of United 
Stair*. and Gabriel L. Dvrmis. Sec¬ 
ret* ry of Stale of Libor ia, an* 
ciowuccd plans yesterday for a 
"pioneer experiment" develop 
the natujrtl resources of \hfi Negro 
republic With private American 
■capital and business know-how. 
The same program rail* for nu- 
prvuvflment m public education.- 
health and welfare. 

Two prgPLnikallons have bueji 
planned to do the job. it wa*i an- 
nrjiiru'ffi One la the Liberia Com* 
pan>, to be owned jointly by the 
Liberian Government and 3tet* 


Unms Asindit^ of which Mr, 
Slcltiniua is chairman of the board, 
with other distinguished Ameri¬ 
cans as directors. The other Jtroup 
lb Lhe Liberian Edutn Ilona 1 Foun¬ 
dation, to he act up with a block 
l°Mdheria Company .stock as LU 
I en tlow nlent - 

iitet Urdus 5 »mJ the enm- 
panv'n Initial working capital will 
0- about 51,000,000. It will have 
aboil i 1,000.000 fthates, of which 
25«J,n00 will be given to the Libenan 
Government and 100.000 to the 
fotacidaficin, The rest wilt be held 
by Americana 

The resources to b» explored, It 
tya* explained, are primarily iron 
ore lumber rind COCOA- Other pn* 
slfctULIe* suggested were gold, dm 
mond*. manganese, platinum, pfl.hn 
oil, eaahew and cola nuts, tnng oil, 
coffer and tropical fruits. 


Limited lo Exploratory TUghi* 

It was tmiaUACed the new coni- 
pflnv would not have a monopoly, 
but only exploratory light*. The 
open-door policy will be followed, 

’with, oilier* Cr^e, to participate. 
Otlier races and nation* will be In¬ 
vited to cooperate, although Li- 
Wrians will coma first. 

The irfkjutacliori was negotiated 
between dteutmua Associates ajid 
a special Liberian Government 
mission an the result of *n invita¬ 
tion from President William V. w. 
Tubman of Libert*. It ha* the con- 
itmi Of the United Stair* LVpnrl- 
meat of State find Is expected to 
be Approved at the next session of 
the Uiberion Cong re* a 

Mr. Stottiniu* sMid at n press, 
enriference in the Savoy-Plaie Mo¬ 
tel that the promotion of greater!, 
iwo-wuy trad® between Liberia 1 
„ ,a the United Stat-a could he 
mutually advantageous The Unit-! 

1 rid Slates needs Liberian products.: 

! tx* said, to augment rv*giirccfl cto* 
nicteti In the -ar„ while Liberia 
need* i'upilot, equipment nnd skills 
White visiting Libor; a during 
the war, Mr. Start Inina said, he 
wne Lniprc*Hed with "the groat 
t,Miaul between profuse .unde- 
v doped natural resource! and tha 
r,>eda of the people and the conn,- 
try for improved living standards, 
health and education’' He e« + 
pressed the belief that this siUm- 
i Lion could W remedied by the ap-, 
plication of American initiative in 
cooperation with *hc Liberlana. | 


Subsidiaries Are I'tShio'd 

A joint statement Issued by Mr 
fUattlrthi* and Mr. Dooms maid the 
Liberia Company will organise and 
administer the program am a whole, 
but will operate through srnbsldiary 
companies managed by experts Sn 
each field. American corporations 
and Liberian private capital will be 
invited to take part in each project. 

Under the leadership of Presi¬ 
dent Tubman, it maid, the Liberian 
Government in l EH 5 adopted legis¬ 
lation calling for th., economic and 
social development of Lbr country. 
This development plan c*U* for 
vastly increasing the country's ed¬ 
ucational and health facilities, 
transportation and other basic 
utilities. Financing the program 
require* larger government rave¬ 
nues. which in turn depend upon , 
broader economic progress The 
arrangement with Stettlnlua Asso¬ 
ciates Is intended to put all this on 
a sound business basis 

The educational program in¬ 
cludes bringing Liberian student* 
lo Ihe United States for training In 
medicine and technology, and aid 
in the creation of the University 
of Liberia. 

in eVL>iy business projset under¬ 
taken, the Liberia Company i* to 
provide for the health and tram 
ing of the Liberian* involved, Co* 
operation is an Helps led from all 
other organisations interested In 
similar ©bj&clfcvea 

‘This move, - ' the joint Mat#- 
ment nays, "is believed to be a 
very promising new- departure Is 
International relations. 

Nowoofim'iw Require Approval 

In response to questions. Mr, 
StsUiniu* g*va the impression that 
■ newcomers who take an interest 
in the dBvelopment," may be tub- 
j, f ct 60 approval by the Liberia 
Company- but said no deolxlort can 
be rvached on this point until or¬ 
ganization of the company 1* com¬ 
pleted 

He said no decisions havs been 
made abmit tiv* part to be played 
by the Liberian Government In 
building railroads, highways orwa- 
larwaya. 

"It ;« iiliely," heeaSd. ' ihfll roads 
.Vill b* built by the Libert* Com¬ 
pany ^S needed.' 1 ' 

Mr. StetUnlu* said this aovern- 
incut had lagged behind olhsra in 
helping undeveloped oountrlca that 
Mid kic*l tnduat: irt. vhloh #f 
hive th^ know-htiw to provide 

A .shed about I be relation nf the 
plan to rubber, he said there wo 
uO tll».*gre«?T3iej.» with Harvey ELr*- 
stone, who has rubber interests in 
Liber i*. 

-He was, tri to talk with me ie- 
ceuUy. ' Mr !%l«UihiiB ..-hied 

markwdl Sm 'l!. counsel *nd i 
director of th* UbeN* Company, 
Whs lornierly wts with the Ameri- 
ran Foreign Economic Administer 
llor,, took jwrt m the inlsrview. 



































FOHBIGK OFFICE, S.W. 1. 

30th September,1947 






(Z 8315/2330/24) 


Bear Chancery, 

Your despatch Ko.70 of September 2nd. 

» ie entirely agree that it would be 
undesirable to pursue the matter further* 

Yours ever, 

western Department. 



The^bancery 


^nancery, 
British Embassy, 
Monrovia. 







4639/6/47 


25th September,1947 





Dear * acphcrson, 

-■ 

with reference to your letter of 18 th 
September concerning Roberts Field, Liberie, 1 
brought up this subject with state Department 
officials trro eeks ago, as I had heard nothing 
since June (See our Weekly Fevrs Letter 22/47, 
p*II and 12/47, p« 13)• It that date, the State 
Department were eery anxious In d ee d to find a naans 
of keeping Roberts Field open, as the U.S.A.A.F. 
was unable to do so. It was felt that, being on 
the direct route to the lddle ^ast, which in 
^tate Department parlance Includes Greece and 
Turkey, it Is of considerable strategic importance. 

I ascertained that contracts hare been 
made by the U.S.Government with '*© Liberian 
Construction Company" for Its maintenance, and with 
the Liberian Roberts Corporation for the connected 
operational responsibilities ( ee our Ifews Letter 
37/47, p.I). I then requested, through our 
Commercial r opart: ent, a confident lei report on 
tJils corporation. The existence of this Corporation 
could not be traced, but a report on Liberian 
Intematio- el Airways which, judging from your 
remarks Is certainly the same organisation, was 
obtained. This report Is attached* 

V hen queried, the official of the otrta 
Department stated that Pcnemerlc&n Airways would 
naturally be encouraged to make a traffic stop «t 
Roberts Field betroen nkar to 1 eopoldvllle, on their 
13.S.-Johannesburg service. 

This Information has already beer, passed 
by me to T .O./l ,C. t V rough their ashinrton onager, 

J. laepherson, Ksq., and/ 

inistry of Ivll Aviation, 

Ariel louse. Strand, 

London, J.C.2. 
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and copies of fchis letter are being sent to 
Foreign Office, General Department, 
legation, Konrovia. 



Yours sincerely. 


Flgel Eicknell, 
Assistant civil Air Attach#* 


P.S. A further report from Dun A Brad stre e t* on 
the r Iberian oberts Corporation, has just 
be en received, and it Is accordingly 
attached herewith. 







DUN ft RRADSTR3KT report on 
LIBERIAN INTERN A' IDEAL AIRWAYS,LTD. 


LIBERIAH DfTRRNATlOrAL AIRWAYS,LTD, 

FREDERICK T \ RYAN, Manager 
CD 293 1 September r , 1947 


TV YORK CITY,!' ,1 , Y., 
475 FIFTH AVENUE 
ROOT’ 502 A 

Sept. 11, 1947. 


This corporation was formed under the laws of 
Liberia on December 10, 1946, however, has not as yet been 
activated, nor have officers been elected. This corporation 
holds a franchise to operate all airlines within the Republic 
of Liberia and to act in an advisory capacity to the Liberian 
government on all matters pertaining to aviation. It is 
reported that the rald-in capital will be ll6 r ,000 of which 
$75,000 has been subscribed to by the Republic of Liberia 
and Is to be paid-in when the corporation is activated. The 
balance of 993,000 has been subscribed to by Homer ”.Adars, 
ervis Fickett, Hans Orenitsch and ~!dward R.Stettinius, Tr. 

Homer ' .Adams is 36 years of age.carried and 
native born. He is a graduate of the Lincoln College of Law, 
Springfield, Illinois, class of 1938- He holds an LLB Degree 
from that institution. Tie is a member of the Illinois State 
Par. From 1933 to 1941 he was employed by the Department of 
Finance for the State of Illinois and later during this sa r e 
period of time was also Assistant Director of Alien 
investigation for the Department of Finance. Frcm 1942 
until December 31, 1945, he was employed by the Administrative 
Branch of the O.W.I. as executive officer of the European 
and editerranean operations of Supreme Headquarters Allied 
I ir Forces. On January 14, l rt 46, he was employed by the 
Air Cargo Transport Corp. as assistant to the president and 
later elected to the position of executive ’'ice-President. 

He resigned from that position on October 15, 1946, in order to 
organize the subject corporation, ^rom 1937 until 1943 he 
served, as member of the Lincoln College Hoard of trustees. 


Nervis ickett is 32 years of age, married and 
native born. From 1937 until April 1942 he was Flight Super¬ 
visor for the Boston branch of the Northeastern Airlines, Inc. 
From April of 1942 until September 1946 he held an identical 
position with the LaGuardla Field branch of the Colonial 
Airlines, Inc. 

Hans Omenitsch is 27 years of age, single and native 
bom. He Is a graduate of r+. ’ohna University,class of 1941 
and holds a B.A. degree from that Institution. hlle attending 
■t.Johns University he also took courses in aero dynamics, 
meteorology and flight theory at City College of New York. 


From/ 
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From October of 1941 until the early part of 1942 he was 
employed by the United States Army as civilian Instructor, 
Instructing British Air Cadets stationed in this country. 
Following that for a period of two years until 1944 he 
was employed br jan American orId Airways,Inc* serving 
as pilot. urlng 1944 he entered the United states Army 
Air Forces and served as flight instructor until the 
latter part of 194? when he received his honorable discharge. 
During November 1945 he obtained employment with the American 
Overseas Airlines Corp. serving as foreign operations re¬ 
presentative In Europe until '‘ay 1946 when he severed his 
relations with that organization to devote his attention to 
the organizing of the subject corporation. 

Edward R. tettinius, Jr. was born in 1900,married 
and native born. Ke co* " enced his business career In the 
employ of Hyatt Foliar Bearing Works, Harrison, R., T .becoming 
employment manager with that organization during 1926. T 'rom 
1926 and for a period of four years up until 1930 he served 
as assistant to John L.Pratt, Vice-President of General 
'otors Corp. and later served as Assistant to Alfred P.Sloan, 
Jr., president. During 1931 Stettlnlus was elected to the 
presidency of General Voters Corp. serving as such until 1934. 
During 1934 he was elected Vice-Chairman of the Finance 
Bo ' ittoe of T . . teol and during 193- «■» elected 

Director and Chairman of the Finance Committee. During 1940 
he resigned all positions and directorships with U.S.Steel 
Corp. to accept a presidential appointment to the Advisory 
Committee of the national Defense Council. From 1941 until 
1943 he served as Lend-Lease Administrator and special 
assistant to the president. In 1943 Stettinius was appointed 
Under Secretary of the State and served as such until 1944 
during which year he entered the president's cabinet as 
Secretary of tate, serving until 194 r . ince 1945 Stettlnlus 
has been prominently identified with various governmental 
agencies and the United Nations Organization. 

Frederick *. Ryan Is 39 years of age,-arrled and 
native born. He is a graduate of The University of Illinois, 
class of 1934. He also attended Columbia College, Iowa during 
the year 1935. From 1935 to 1941 he to a Superintendent of 
Investigation for the Department of Finance,State of Illinois. 
Luring this same period he became chief of the Allen 
Investigating Division for the Department of Justice Finance. 
From 1942 to 1943 he served as Assistant to the ‘anoglng 
Editor of The Chicago Sun. During the latter part of 1943 
he resigned from that position and shortly thereafter joined 
the O.W.I. as Administrative Officer, serving with the 
i hvsi©logical arfere French, until the early part of 1945 

when/ 
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when he resigned. u e then became Treasurer of the 
Columbia Airlines Corp. which organization never become 
active because Franchise to operate was not granted. 

From April 1945 until April 1946 he served as Administrative 
Assistant for the R.F.C* Division of Surplus 1 roperty. 

Operations are expected to commence during the 
early part of 1947. Aircraft which will consist of three 
DC-3s and one Gruman amphibious plane are stated to be 
delivered during the early part of October 194?. 

At 475 Fifth Avenue, RTT5 telephone and raailinr 
privileges on the premises of others in this large mid-town 
office structure which is variously tehanted. iremises 
are orderly. 

FIRiS RECORD: Do fires reported. 
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LIBERIA* ROBERTS CORP. AIK POET rARAQKR MEW YORK CITY l&JUYt 

47? FIFTH AVFI UB 

HOMER I .ADAI S.PR2S* ROGte ?02A 

MARTIS PICKETT>28011 £ TREA£* 

DIRECTOR 3 * TlfF OFFICERS TTH HAWS OTWITSCH AND EDWARD 


E,STKTTTNIT3*JK. 

OR 293 1 iBrtSBBBfRB > 1947* 

JUZIHSU H.Q. r.7-£L^ 



McK r -i i FEi Corporation orfsnized in 1947 to manage former Army 
Field in Iberia* Cm of the principals,ha a bean identified with 
the aviation Industry>while other principals have had diversified 
business careers. 

F6TI: ATSt f; T WORT!! i In excess of '20,000. 

FAY? LDi’: i No payment record to date* 

COrPITTCN ^ TREND t Current operations are conducted through vs% of 

outside fun^s in the form of bank loans. Income is reported to 
exceed expenses. 

mam 

Organised under Delaware lews on July 23§1947*with 
an authorised capital consisting of ZOO shares of no par value 
common stock, On August 21, 1947, control of -oberts Field,Liberia 
passed from the Amy Transport Command to the subject corporation* 

1 oroer * Adams is }6 years of age,married and native 
born. He is a graduate of the Lincoln College of lew, Springfield, 
Ill*, class of 1 v 38* He holds an L.L.B. Hegree from that institution* 
He is a member of the Illinois Stete Bar* From 1933 to 1941 he was 
employed by the 1 apartment of Finance for the State of Illinois 
end later during this seme period of time was also Assists Jit 
Director of lien investigation for the r©part r ent of Finance* 

F 'on l c 42 until Decerber 31, 19* - , he was employed by the |AdHii« 

« rative Branch of the 0, *1. ue executive officer of the rnropeon 
nd Mediterranean operations of Supreme Headquarters Allied Air 
Forces, On January 14,1946,he was enployea by the Air Cargo 
Transport Corp* as assistant to the President and later elected 
to the position of Executive Yice-> resident* He resigned from 
that position on October If, X94f, in order to organise the subject 
corporation* From 1937 up' until 1943 he served as member of the 
Lincoln College Board of Trustees. 


Harris Pickett is 32 years of age,married and native 
born* Froft 1937 until April, 1942, he was Flight Supervisor for the 
Boston branch of the Northeastern Airlines, Inc. From April of 1942 
until Feptetrber, 1946 he held an identical position with the LaGuardis 
Field branch of the Colonial Airlines, Inc* 

mus towiitseh is 27 years of age, single and native 
bom* Hf is a graduate of 3t* Johns University,class of 1941 .and holds 
a R*E*A* degree fron that inatitution* T^hile attending St, Johns 
University, he also took courses in aerodynamical meteorology,and 
flight theory at 2ity College of Haw York*. From October of 1941 
until the early part of 1942, he was erployed by the United itstea 
Army as civilian instructor, instructing British Cadets stationed 
in this country* Following that for a period of two years until 1944 
he was employed by Ian American florid Airways, Inc*, serving as pilot. 
During 1944 he entered the United States Army Air Forces and served 
as flight instructor ^ntil the latter part of 194? when he received 
his honorable discharge* During Rov* v 1945 he obtained employment 
with the American Overseas Airlines Corn* , serving as foreign operations 
representative in Europe until Fay, 194b when he severed hie relations 
wit that organisation to devote his attention to the organising 
of the subject corporation* 


Edward R. stettinius-Jr. was born in 1900 married and 
native born* He commenced his business career In the employ of 
Nyatt Roller Bearing Works, Harrison, K*J* f becoming employment 
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manager with that organisation during 1926, From 1926 and for 
a period of four years up until 1930 ha served as assistant 
to John L.Pratfc .Vice-president of General Motors 'orp, and later 
served as assistant to Alfred / .Sloan,Jr*, President. During 
1931 i-tettlaius was elected to the Presidency of General M otors 
Corp., serving as such until 193** During 193* he was elected 
Vice-Chairman of the Finance Committee of 0,S»£teel Corp* and 
during 1936 was elected Director and holrraen of the Finance 
Committee. During 1?40 he resigned ell positions end director** 
ships with r,3.fteel Corp, to accept 0 t> residential appointment 
to the Advisory Committee of the National Defense Council. p rom 
19*1 until 19*3 he served a 3 Lend-Lease Administrator and 
Special Assistant to the resident. In 1943 StettlnlUi was 
appointed Under Secretary of State end served as such until 1944 
during which voar he entered the Presidents Cabinet as Secretary 
of State, serving until 19 *:* Since 1$4J Gtettinlus has been 
prominently identified with various ~ overMentsl agencies and the 
United Nations Organisation, 

i mm op opffiurxoif-PiHE hazard 

Acte as airport operators and holds franchise on ell 
aircraft landing areas and operates all landing fields In Liberia, 

At the present time, there la only one airport In Liberia which 
Is being operated# The Army Transport Command relinquished 
control of Roberts Field on August 21, 194?, This corporation 
recently obtained a contract from the United states Army,leasing 
ground facilities constructed by the r nlted States Army at 
Roberts Field, Liberia, with lease extending from August 21,19*7 
through February 21,19*8. In addition, a contract has been signed 
with the Halted States ITavy which calls for the operation of 
facilities et Robprts Field, Liberia, with contract expiring in 
1948, 

0 FACILITIES! Area of field incorporates approximately 900 acres 
of land, eighty buildings end sheds built by the Halted States 
Army during 1943 at a cost of $6,000,000. ?Tincioel facilities 
consist of two 7,000* concrete runways and taxiing stages, one 
all metal hanger, one all metal nose hanger, Electric power is 
purchased from a nearby Firestone Rubber Corporation pc er plant* 
Should this power supply fall* there are two emergency Diesel 
auxiliary po :&r generators naintelnod on the airport proper, 

Roberts Field is adjoined on four sides by rubber plantstiona 
owned and operated by tho ' ireatom# interests, ^he nearest community, 
Marshall| is located spproMlmately ten miles from the airport site. 
Complete up-to-date field lighting, radio and navigational aids 
are employed# Nearby competing fields of any sire are located to 
the North at Casablanca and Fort Lyautey, both in French ! orocco 
end both approximately 00 tiles north of Hoberts Field. The 
corporation carries personal injury claims insurance in the amount 
of $4,000,000, with Individual limitations of $100,000. In 
addition, carries property damage insurance in the amount of 
$ 1 , 000 , 000 . 

Limited sea plane landing and servicing facilities 
are maiRtainei at & nearby river. Transient service, at the 
present time, is limited in scope, however, present facilities are 
being enlarged by a prime contractor. Seles of aircraft ports, 
accessories* equipment, oil and gapline win be made# Airplane 
repair facilities are maintained and an adequate staff of trained 
Radio technicians and mechanics are employed, 

At 475 Fifth Avenue Rents telephone and mailing privi¬ 
leges on the premises of others in this large raid-to vn office 
structure, which is variously tenanted. Premises arr orderly# 

FJdE RECORDt No fires reported. 


Adams, 

sheet. 


FINANCIAL INNOVATION 

In a Joint Interview on feptember 4* 1°47, Homer V* 
President end Fans O&enltsch, director, declined a balance 
They added that the paid in capital was $7,000., and ct*h 
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balances in a local depository would amount to approximately 
nO t QOO. Management reports that a local "ahk loan in the 
amount of $15,000 was recently obtained on a secured basis, 
security being $2 r j000 due from united States Kavy contract, 
payable September o, 1947. T oen bears personal endorsement of 
Edward ftettinl*s,Jr, Csbh balances maintained in Liberian 
banks amount to approximately $2,000, 

At a local depository, low five figure balances are 
maintained, k low five figure amount is currently owing on a 
secured basis in that quarter. Homer '.Adams, President, 
stated on September 4. 194? that despite the recent origin of 
this corporation profits were being realised over expenses. 

PCTTOTS 

Initial orders hove been placed, however, the account 
Is too raw to h&ve established n debt paying trend, 

9-8-47 <100) 
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fluroi d* Affairs* MGttiO /IA, Liberia, 

GoTwrsvor of Sierra. Leone, 



Legation, 

KVTHDYXA, 

Liberia, 

tfith September, 7* 

ifeaxrovin despatch Ho. 21 of the l6th June, 1 


/$ 17 


Oegy of Monrovia doooatob 
Ko.72(1^V/o. 17A7) of the 
18th September, 194-7, 


afldreeeed to Ml* MaOoe V e 


Report on the withholding 
of aid to C-irictie of the * 

' w - - 1 ' 

doul Hill a oonreGaion by 


PriiiCiriai Secretory of 


the Meyncnd Concrete pile 


Ltatc for x’oroira .affairs. 


Con-E>any of CL^..u ooimtruc- 


rtoreign Office, London. 


ting lionroii i har*>our 


•works In Liberia. 
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Betlab Usg&LK, 


’Sort* 


10tt! aantaftexk VJtf. 
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1 bon tfco honour bo Apart that inTonx*- 
ttoo hoe sMte&ao tea a wlliMii ccurei that 
Uc loorJL of the f r^-iqoci Ocoaretc : ilo 

Cccpatigf baa t»en inotructoU his hoed oflTico to 
TiltiftQ&a && e±u or c^joent to the v-hriotic 
nv ^t ' j mitAoii nor pft'WwtM to io^lc it t* o Deni 
i i&o nrh~og e^jcooeia!, (vita Jfin.lJOTori.ig 1 ® des¬ 
patch lieot tfu 16th .JXwo, W) iU’i that tlx 
. ^sttUrhxsa atf>ol Qoacpcrahaa Ijod tw-o tccxtrxd to 
ttfesxdai edd or to ftimhih 313% die* 


9k It ia gaaattaOttst fli totto is taring to 
nooure thof co^pcrat!-*# oa' tfc. jutdi tatowats 
ipiilch ftaraerJjr hold the sdnlag oonoaccdon* 


I have t:m hot* or to 
fltb t?» hifjhoa xospao% 


Tour aoet dbodiontj hi mo Jegfr-nt, 


fcoJosiF** Frtnripcl Socrotexy 
of ftate for i'orei^l iff l-'s, 

| .•'■ POnsi^ Ciffior* 



c*c* 
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Rritlih LccnUtxi, 


ana Siptttfcei-, 1947, 






3. Iz\vq Ui) honour to roibr to lte! torcriir 1 

(iy^o*l7A7) ef tia 13 th au oat, 
1947 , aiKi to report that oo for it he« not l.vcca 
possible to obtain a oopgr of the speech referred 
t j in BBongngh 4 thereof. 


2m Verbal nkjueeta to the United States 
«¥rtJin have only elicited evaelve roplio t. 7 
it eeaaa obvious that It is realised e faux i 


t f« 


3* 1 fool tlfet. it exili! be unclcr-o orxl enhr 1 - 

rrMeinc to pum» t: c natter ftur&rr, but shall 
be grateful for your inrtti^atiooa» 


of 


I here »ciwur to bo, 

1 th the highest respect. 

Year aoet obe tl/sat, Jx*a3xLc Servant, 



r» r nrinci *a Toewtwy 
> fbr fbrel&k AffKim, 

To-. " i&n Offior , 


11. V. JUi£« ''i’O-rtk 
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1 -L ! ' -' % 1%7» 


Sir, 


I hsm the boDoir to r ep ort tfani t» y of the 

Mttio of Uboiia «a tdy odAntod ct HomrU froa the 
Mb Mly to the 15 th Aqpii Bogplte ifesoedSi soother 
oc^dtl^nB m& the Hotted iteoanM rf the Lifaerlan OmeombI 
the celfhmtLr^e r cm oxtjcpttoaally tell or^ntaoa tied p^nt 
credit is doe to the i&m±m tenm lit frr 1 h© arr&ircnenl* 


2* the ecrintriOB rern-nanbou rtni the imea ,f tlrlr pria* 
dml delegatee sews as fiaHorm ;- 

(a) I] A. (M ffldle Nietal telMMle ase^pended tr Ooloaal 
iWioy Jr*. Hr*Sidney da In Hue c d nxvDall*^ <. 3ostrici> 
the too iaet neond of the ef Stole)* 

(fa) aAHQi* (aont.ic. 2 r Dmrgra*, J^fa Ccanisciorj&r for m-ach 
let Ahtosi eoooapatsded If fill Doha tHIiieFrtrr, 

the covchkot of 1/roica Gcinan nad the Irary 

Coast, Pro fSo o er and ispeouwtlmi the MMcm Latl- 
tuts nod at jo act nice o^wra)* 

(c) mifiau (tea Ion ao^odil If ate Leprie MgU)* 

(d) HTJ rrroii (rr. J. Boncrli^g)* 

(•) CT8A (Bir.CSfc0-*inc SMk, unSteiatoad to to Chinwe Cmocl- 
Ccncml et Jb?*sgfrTcHxnT:)p 

(f) Hii HE* (Hcnsloor £!rw rircar}* 

(g) ltd. (auteur J. Bo^ aoogc^aniod If tee others)* 

(fa) TW KMUHl (mv ted* Met aToOfedfli % te H»te 
Eldne end Idte A*0*nxa3a)* 

(I) M MbAi Of MS aw (te &oooqp*ni&d ty 

LSIfcltaetoafaj Cidcf of the Tfesuto, end Ida occretesy). 

(J) IFMm, {av a. sdtee)* 

(Jt) I?m- (Prc haecr khaaaad Htfcch). 

(I) fOTABC ( r. ^err^iKlo Chefee)* 

« W t ftTInW B F , Om teWHeptaoe frai the Ceqp) a 

(o) (Mtelte S g tAio wi Itnsetef Wdcrvtood to he on 
tiam&r ftraa Jloacos to ladle Afanba), 

(e) HIC* > * (The Bate A BawaMi T ft T flpiflffl n tl _ aot 

the HcEwarahlc Chief ilow&ri I^xnm)* 

(p) fflwK oaUi CtiiST* (dim lorauxsltie Ml ia& QHem end the 

Honourable ;■» */eefo jn^c)* 

( ~J* SI?1 '.i* LR u ., (The i/anrxXTQhlc 0*1* * *Dcrl^ ju-id Hi® 
OTOUTBble , eiTcai)* 


t ie lejoot^o Pri nc i pa l .^ccnetwy of state 


for f □ oi#& iff 

I’crcign cf floe 


f 



& 













% la addition to to t teo Colc ritou toe ftnlind fl i rt— 
Ooroniacqt sent on Heeort Currier, to *I 5 AM5* f la w'dch to l**5. 
Wli^pl1<¥i tnMUrt aad 2 ft—tnyii i il the — —gfa Gem—it —at 
frier 1 to* *U —R—* f la irtM to* fkc ooh D olt—ftlon tze—llod 
Act' to nltod rl n^cki: acut IL . 3* T7I£2£I£i% 

Um FIPU 2 a political fsa&Lo to oost - portent evert ms to 
ineecf) da U—A the flat—d ttete —l^ndlor^asrcl 

>vvia* if apcerentlf Relied for and w»x Trjitcd perill eaten te 
aokc his a d flr c r Coring to XirteTperdirrKi D^y ooletotiorv to 
——A wi noet ^****^7 a etataan t m United State polte la 
Litarln la such a fora that It a—A - to si^ the least - zsild 
aetoniis^iDcat that it tf :ould haw been dell—red on axh na oooasioti 
ratinr tho:: to 'bn tie luhject of % dlplaaatlc note* to Presto^ 
and others in f ct ea'.od do nutoe^pentl^ what X thought of It hut 
X of coarse ox'C no cement. X wa entovooriiic to obtain a oqp^ of 
this cpccc i for teener^ solan to ytu bat at to tana—t to Jtncrloon 
1Salste 1 is —itlag sutonl ty ftra tehlngte bef arc 1—nine —pies* 
to losio tmw of to —eoch, which —e in to fora of « Icctxxre to 
the Ubertaos, ms to the effect that rmp~n— was I—* 

tely <gitinel of i—DM— In foreign 1—da tat tot in inoraaro 
of fUalr Dfi7 be all orated to to Usitol Utr.tco ^c^oasic itoftto &nd 
to to Qtaltad Stet— Mlto Health m—to la Liberia profited tot 
Liberia tgr deela rattier ton ty rads os— proof tot to 1st—Aed 
to art earioaa efforts to —lop her —a oeato y hex—If* la 
t ie ccrjr otioa it ime eogicstod tot Liboria,a GtoUd for: their 
?ra cc—cmien : i r sood 1*7 Liberian citlccm* Apert fma to intro- 
toot—y woxOa to —eeefe tee e—xy indtartAon of having te pro- 
perod in to State Dcr^rtncot; it tooc: almteo to deliver. 

3o otor ^eetos, lnflOoftte E$r one rdtidh artrs to hero ton vtry 
—11 regal—A of —h a copy la also ct t abbed, —re tell—A at 
to froificrzt* a zcccpttcm; tley —vn all of a oan^yatulntar^ nr.turc 
rail-a _tod» I tiirJc to caca on occj^ico* 

g* Alvimgi •SXL^X^.' 1 —m here far a rolatiecly aiiort 

tine I an no«t r^tsfjl to lira* Gar rnding Officer, Ccpteiii T*tT.C* 
Meet— x* * *. sofl te US* —MRU 19 ftor tolr oo- 

—to in ns—g —ItM —j,ufe—tf,i,u at to odtotoi to 
m— tto ^ t hirty hao ten to — Ibo ooztlil t— liix of 
to Ht^ol nrto Ifcsl of BmL ^ gixI to rsritith sellers 

fto tool part in to neval nrxxih-pnjt on l%f7 Dg^, la ehi<^i Usitod 
S tate ard FTen db eslloro also parti cipat e d, —n — t y of to 

Mid— of to toil te tol orJUod fbrltz noet fSiuimMl 
oennrats fren all tobrte mtcly : . .5. *S3L—U* win 

lulled to andior aubsido to artificial hoxboor, i*ioh la not yet 
nsscfr te — 001 — oJipe of ter si m, and thla r—te «Kmnlo(stleBi with 
to tore difficult particolprly toil *g to laet two d—a of te 
yiolt dot’ to r-n^ . Ijc Ir—Lieut pall a v-®H on tr>aiC 

H*M* —1 ilU* an mo rocei—u trltii to omta—ho ojrs; hi wan 
donh terra—d* 

& Ihi Yrtsoah Belc ^tic n bceto—d a oonotorotle miabasr r f 
Occoratlozis — Litetee of all gE«tos frxi to Be—ident dbvn to 
to— —A eodol hartee— Later teoj to ooltomticne the 
teMed w — ——te lly to e—e mbgr of toot—lu 
on to F— dele—tee and toils* site— of ell rente Perrre 
ttea —ro toe oonferreA ^ the Pte « the tedAent — the 
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7* Ae *t1to1 of ngmecntoMms fin ntg9il$» the Gold Coast 

nnft Cicrrr*. I 00 Ml Mtsm a- ftaClm ti M£ m 

mil itpimMtVM wild v I fuel, bm canoed ralMi* die* 
^potatmrt to the Liberim Govenmnfe mu particularly os the 
Vmt iwt iMm Octoit m me so npmM Their 

preocnco too dl-cIi a&>r &±atod ter tlx- UtortrnG ana they oc tieir 
peri Tiore wortto ropycscntottoiss of the British 1 oct African Cdo- 


& The 3ooth AfrieeD Ideget.ian rilea playti their part ra*fc^7 
acd Mr rrrjogpoa see oaoh m r e oi etod a* also the pcoeenoe of tin 
Mlm dolaGrrtc, iWtear Item! IHjseK I endow* ee of possible 
i nt aroe t , a aofcr of a tdiffw helierod to ham lam cent to XT©- 
fcr&a? mtfeefe iirect to laiio o £to doyn after 10a orrivrd here* 

9» ilM massed la me copy of the official lin^imn which* 
althou^i q utoeqtao tiy emsbat shifted* glees &a ocfclinc of the 
official oeUtmtlane# In adcllticn to these tfraro sere of saw 
s sonsidoxddo zxnbar of eand-'Officlal and pglmto ftnotiooe ehiah» 
to g et h er with the official ones, rood tod la aJant imjtiy ji tolqg 
cc^pletolj v«n» cyst ae tbe days passed by* 


10 * XU oontflnaiop I tooeM 1 H» to plow on wwrt the wrfa<14i i 
o o u rtom ktniea eat m fled to oo, in opacity as Ida Mte^ v i 
5 peek'd &rvc;?v by the Prciudcnt and - o r enie c n t of .ilxrJx* hot 
ooly did tix>y attocL to nc, oa to attar ckdcgatec, a racial crx, a 
dlitny aide end an oTfioid of the figutmt of 3 M% tod they 
sent to ell silmae to sate Hte Majeete^s Agmmstatlw tool that 
he me om of tboir nrsedal £>x>et 8 * 


X r-ism the honour to T» f 
it!: tie hljbDBt rc&Toet^ 
air* 

Tour oust ohodlerrt# IsjEdle -orw&nfc, 



Hi 


* 






- ■ 


































Of /U. U I 1J J* 



!r. FVrnttkaxb, Xtf-jJLc* : GcnttaBMfe 

Wo ase fjntlxfi^od hex 4 © taJtetf to poy boor. © to ytw 
ox\r. iy *ntl no ? Hr .Vtofr^s Special ’JSnway I rra on© of 
thc£ i ’who l«m h**m pxivllofpd to pertloipftto in yrxnr 
Silaiwtl ii of thf>t moot iitKs'tent Onto la tic -Lstoxy 
of liMb — tot first CWtau^ Although tet an 
mir dUteLylAad i mrwiaaaa ban X mM nvarttate 
am y o ur laMpaaa te a tm sosanta to a^ a ter mOo 
oai t2rL- Bast sonants ■■- goonatra^ 

rhsnxs ezK osr«nfc&tars critic©, both ocmtructisr 
oaf laatrasltn and also fttaoSly ml taafkiddly, of all 
oaitttiko in tm voda and L-burls is no exocrotiaai tc ti tat 
rule but tec© is 060 fast that no- axi <km7 cm thnt 
is thit t^rbarda *tsr,*. 1 fTai ecr&boh jxitL* by watch, 2 
literally mem I wjy* ftio mrly idjarocrs co w her© 
litt firtaaUj tat itet tb^ stoo d ig) In. tat theQf 

had omraja and a da^rfi d» torsi n ation ten history boo 
proved over roi over ogfiin arc ima^ai'rJAlf? aoeOte in axtf 

satftsta Mb ter s mptaltetatei lbs oasHMotai vMi ilte 

timoo early mttiori Iv*jI to ocsziondi a cHoatc# &vMi in 
times days tdg far frea thnt of a health resort, a not 
altogether hearty xscloocc test tftoect already established 
l ore, ami :io capital and littl© a^juriuioa with which to 
fbrt^cuxl their venture, Ut tJmy did not cdo out fttc discsr^a. 
t cy \wzxs not tirtcmiimtod by Umir eosaisn# tmy lUti not 
<£ve qp| by tfrdjr lntenitcMs will «t owe<r they 
oorflad <s in the boa of adversity eai survived soft 
i o* all of us* «*© hare to-day to pay ho n to tear 
OTmvip m& enfimtaioG. As a iwwlt Ll h erlu bootipo an 
endcant Sovereign State (first xt:oc>j jilarv. as such by 
oo. mtry) n a*1 ir*7 is n oountay with a talramd o'd&t 
fuk* biqysnt ittvo usb and# last but not burnt, one of the 
United 30tJu**a. Xt»t is oaaotMnc to bo proud of and X 
for mo ahsro thoao sc^tLcnbi with you mad hro© Hint 
ttant sopm aplrlt of eteuDO, ffcith mod hops sill onntlnua 
to csdst In ida taloved oou a tiy of yours and th 
p r aMg crlfer mad jrrotinjz n ©111 centime) to ta your lot* 




















N L T 


TAHLOKSIN&H 


EXTERNAL AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT 
NEW DELHI 
INDIA 


Arrived 

Monrovia 

trientyiunth 

reception 

extremely 

cordial 

presented 

credentials 

thirtieth 

allowed 

appear 

first 

Indian dress deliver 

in Hindustani* 

message 

of goodwill 


Delegates fron all countries with African 
populations USA England France Boll&ni Lebanon 

assembled ships U S British French navy on 

courtesy visit delegates keenly interested Indian 

affairs welcome India’s attainment freedom consider 

It example African pe copies and colonials excellent 

opportunity exchange ideas mai$r request I convey 
sentiments ayn^jathy adiratiou Mahatmaji and Panditji 


M tT J E E B 








* 


t 


- 






— 

TELEGRAM. 

* # 


Cypher (Recyphered) 

Code 

^ S/'j ^ ~ ~ :yiH 

Pil ~ l'? 0 . ~ / \ -- -etc T 1 

KEGO. no /o&v \ 


Clear 

l.t~- _ j '< ~ ✓ 


From: — foreign Office 

1° •— ... .inis ter . 


Despatched • 

Received 9th * Jw 

fc- 


No, 29 of 

£ th. July 1947 



Your telegram 50* 

2. The oint you raise in paragra h 2 is 

- * 

appreciated hut it is felt that it is primarily y 

m 

for the (Vest African Governments to decide. 

* 

* 

3 . It is not felt that any further message 


frora the King is called for in addition to the 

congratulations and good wishes which you are 

# 

empowered, by the ter.ts of your credentials, 
to express in Kis Liajesty's name. 

4 . We are arranging for the T.3.G. to 
special feature of the Centenary in tneir 
, .'e s t African service. 



S. of' S. 



W3t«57. DIS60. SOI. Ctsorti). 10/45. 






















British Legation, 
: oi'ii ovia. 


C on f i‘ e ntlal . 

11 33/M 7^ 


• r nl r at! . 1947 


Dear Western Department, 


Oar despatch Jo. .+9 15 cl 


I* i* 


. 


June abmit railway developments in Liberia 

number Li/* yF? A 3°w ffceived a copy of a letter 
n^.ibei 851/ /*f / oi t7tlu June addressed to you 

oy Chancery, V/ashington, on the same subject. 

» . . ' e ®Dould be grateful, provided, you have 

if u °°P. r thereof could be 
trans. atted uo uhe lovornor of Sierra Leone. 

Sierra be on e is directly interested in this* 

question from the point of view of a possible 

railway to the pro sed exte ision of 

i2Lu\ *2*.,r con ? £ allw ^ **°» Pendemb* (Sierra 
Leone) to French Guinea, particularly if the 

ioij94 ■•*««** 


four© ever 


Xhe estern Department, 
Foreign Office, 

LOhDOh, S.* .1. 


Che. ee ry, /j 

k 








CONFIDENTIAL 


* 


Ref: 861/ /47 


17th June, 1947 


ft 

II 

ft-Hf £**# * 


Dear Department} 

On the second page of our letter of 17th 
February, we mentioned the concession to American 
business Interests of the right to mine Iron ore at 
Boml Rills In Liberia* We reoently asked the State 
Department what progress had been made with the project 
to oonatruet a railway from Monrovia to Boml Hills, 
with an extension Into French Guinea* They told us 
that, as a result of the study of this project under, 
taken by the U*S* Economic Mission in Liberia, it had I) ■^5/* 
been deoided to proceed, with the cooperation of the (i *4^ 
French* The State Department understand that the 
French authorities have already appropriated a sum 
equivalent to $10 million, which would cover half the 
cost of the railway line from Boml Hills to the frontier 
of French Guinea and the whole cost of the further ex. 
tension Into French territory* American finance will 
have to find the full cost of oomstructlon between 
Monrovia and Boml Hills, and one.half of the cost of 
the work onwards to the frontiers of French Guinea* 

Tha principal Item la likely to be that for building 
a bridge across the St* Paul River* The State De¬ 
partment are not sure at present from what quarter 
tha necessary dollars will be forthcoming, but are 
considering whether it would be appropriate for the 
Export.Import Bank to grant the oredit required* They 
seem to expeot that the railway will rapidly become a 
paying proposition once It is in full running order* 

We are sending a copy of this letter to the 
Chancery at Monrovia. 

Yours ever. 


Western Department, 
Foreign Office, 
London, S.W.l 


CHANCERY 









Cypher 

Code 


TELEGRAM. 

"aval Shore" (reey*,:iered) 


, 112 . 


FILE NO- 
REi NO HS2— 

date 


II.h. Minister 


Despatched ... . <■ ul t 1 _,. r ? 


No. 0.. 1 .Oi 


oi 


To: — .-In-C. 

South Atlantic Station, 

yu >—i • 


Received 


3ru. July 


1 




03140S Commander-in-Chief, South Atlantic-Station, 
from H.m. minister ..onr^viu. 

Your telejram 301444 ‘ 

Foreign Office confirms H.L.S. "hiyeria arrives 

..onrovia 15 th. July and adds that she leaves on 

% 

29 th. repeat 19 th. July. 




Britain 


. 

c ~' 

£- >b - 








Wt,2«m0 xmb fS Som 7 43 A.ft K W Lid. GpA« 

kflllSi Wt,4*mim SS.UOtl IS Soft*> lt/4# 
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TELEGRAM 

Cypher "haval Shore 11 (Recyphered) ' 

Code 


, c S/y 

, ,L£ N©- 

REG?. NO. 


Clear 

Coumanaer-in-Chief 

Fram:— SoUtil Atlantic Station To *— ... . Minister- 

Despatched 36th. June 1947 Received 1st. July 1947 
No. 301444 of 30th. June 1947 


n..i. minister, Monrovia from Co mender-in Chief, 
South Atlantic Station. lour 261432. 
Arrangements made for H-K.S. "itigeria 11 to 

arrive Monrovia on 2^th. repeat >.* «j j1j : • 

! * * 

# 


. avy i^float Si. .onstov/n. 

4 



* 









% 






W30067- 01360. $611. d awti). 10/45. 


\ 



























« * 


Cypher 

Code 

Clear 

From 


TELEGRAM. 

'•Naval Shore" (Hecyphered) . 

*’ a '14, * 

REGD. M.£L' t / 

StTZl 


BA 




havyafloat 

Simonstown 


To 


1 Am 

H.i . Minister. 


Despatched "* L • *'• Received ^ v - u 

No. 271150 of 27th. June 1947 

ilSS-RIOTED. 


H.ii. minister Monrovia from G.-in C. South 

Atlantic Station. 

* 

Your telegram 211405- 

Letter 70 5" (?; referred to v/as South Atlantic 

Station movement sheet ..umber 7A? of -Oth. Lay. 

• * 

stating that H.tl.S. "Liberia" would visit Monrovia 

% 

from 26th. July to 30th. July. Duplicate is Lein^ 
forwarded. 


• KAVYA1LCAT SG..10-STOLL. 





W3QU&?. Dl:m 6£M, (3 eorU). 10/45. 


■ 















TELEGRAM. 


S/7 


Cypher 
Code 
Clear 
From :— 


(OTP) 


rj: Z(?£ 





;.;<U Minister 


j o: _ Foreign 




Despatched y , . t.. . 1 547 


Received 


No. 


51 


of 2ot.u A ?b~I 


Your telegram Yo. 24• Liberian Centenary. 


Date for i.aval Display has now been altered to Sth. 
July repeat 23th* July• 






2. Liberian Secretary of State hopes - 

".1IG3RIA H can arrive Here on 25th._Jul. r *J e * f 
July as 26th. July actual date of.Gentenai„,4^ote» 
would he most inconvenie. t, unQuo^e, lo Lioeriai 

Government. 


Bowering 



. 


iS^ai 

•Li15i 


Wt SiXm ifWa 55,000 i3 Scm 7*i* A.4 iW.Lti GfM>4£ 
1.427 U UW 35.0UU (Z SorUi 12.« 









British Legation, 


PILE NO_: _ 

REGD, Kc. 




(1059/S. 17 / 47 ) 


MONROVIA, Liberia. 
24 th JUne, 1947. 


(Dear Srj.ia^e) 




Thank you very much for your letter J73^/l 3/1 £ 
of liae 10th Juno about railway developments. 

You v.iU daub tie sc have since seen ay despatch 
Number 21 of the 16th June about the present position 
of railway developments in Liberia* Apart from that 
there is no further news except that thcr is undoubtedly 
an interest in t’uo <$iestien here. Whether or not there 
will be arc'’ tangible results remains to be seen • 

I will of course keep yw fully infer zed of all 
developments, as and when they arise, by sending you 
copies of qy despatches to London on the subject. 

Hy relief, Reid-Brcvm, is due to arrive hare from 
HJEQUL via Freotown about the middle of next month but 
1 shall not be proceeding on leave to the TTnited Kingdom 
until after the Centennial celebrations have cane to a 
close, i.o. after the 15th August next. 

With ay kindest regards. 




(Sincerely yours) 


-v. 0. Remote, 1’ a ipiir.*, C»ii» , 
The Colonial Secretariat, 


l enure 


FRiJiTOBI, 


Sierra Leone* 


4 










37 34/13 A- • 



c > / 

The Secretariat 
Freetown 

2 Sierra Leone 



The Secretariat 


Freetown 


Sierra Leone 






in n uu- *.u*ox une 



. ,rch I informed you that the question of e xt enu- 
inj our railway from its present terminus at 
pendembu to some point in French Guinea was -oing 
to be discusseu at the Anglo-French Communications 
Conference which was to be he la at Dakar. The 
Coherence was held lest month and I now senu for 
your information copies of the following papers;- 

(a) A note on railway communications 
between sierra Leone and French 
Guinea which was pi*eparea for the 
Coherence by the Government of 
Sierra Leone, 

(b) the "•brief" given to the General 
manager of the laixway, who 
represented this Government st 
the Conference, 

(c) an excerpt from the advance copy 
of the proceedings of the 
Conference. 




Tnese will net you know the latest dev*=iopinents 
la the matter, vte shall be interested to learn 
uf any developments of the '‘opposit ion" line from 

T "i Kn t* in n 1 k nn i i R n * t 1 ^ rv + o u ai il /i q i.'WvJftr.+ 1 tt 








<r: ;ttcms cc 

1947 . -~* 


Ifoti? prewared t by the Gover. .merit of sierra Leone, 


H si 1 w£ y Co±omun ica t Id as b e t w ?■ 3 1* rre g 3 on e a na Preach Gui ne a 


The ^‘o^Daal f^a* the extension of the Sierra Jjooae Railway 


fro- HnaB«bu to so-* ^prouriate in Upper French GuWaa ariesa 

1IO “ Jl9 de ~ ire to promot* closer wrad<? relations between the two 
countries >hicii sre reco^.iisea to ae of muttf- 1 i-porWnce, cia iy 
™ Wat w. port of FYeet wa is to be develop and aederni*?^ S 
^ro^al -.tjuid entail x .vuv^ie*i at Freetown uf vgrehouse accommodation 
re * anC1 ^ mr ^ r ' ts i:*te;idsa -hr Preach territory, could 


a. ytrzl imagery iaspectirn nas bean mada of tne country throu a 

,a-aca an extension of tae railway from i-endembu to the frontier tenia 
g* s ?* AiIls snovfc t~ere are no insuperable difficulties but before any 
xui’tner opinion cou±a be exprsoee,j, either as practicability or 
cost, sn exvea^siv* and detailed survey would he accessary* Thera would 
no difficult crossings la 3ierr& Leone territory, but a bridge 

across tne River LZoa would be a ma^or undertaking. 


3* && extension of t;.e railway would not be of any reft Material 

sdwdnt^e £o tar as tne ®rea of British territory through which it 

ff ss , ^ concerned, 4ince the produce of this area is already 

3 T. uje'i l ■ T I • r>d T»r»T. Ill a t T*r» w. r*V .. 1 .... fc _ . “ J I 


to Lhe Railway at peadenbu by rosa. The case for tie 


,^ h ? r ® fc ^ a » t0 s caiiaidorobl* extent, defend on the amount 

°t - .ijit oe expected to pass over the border in the form i 

wLT-^ifL?^ eXiJOrt ? t0 ead ^a® Pencil Guinea. The French, Autaoritia 
^pear, tA ^ te ° T "‘~ S &t 9 t0tai ° f 25 * 7CO 10118 and 5,500 passengers a 


4. 5nb u ect to obWinin* a reasonably- firm estimate of constructin' 
t-.e raubij-, ma to confirmation th&t the volume of traffic to and 
from French territory would justify such expenditure, the method of 
financing the extension would arise. The more obvious alternative 

mj£t..Qa3 fares* 


(a) 


Construction of the sections of railway in. British and 
French territories by the respective Gover.iii.ents at the jj? 
ov,n e epense. 


(b/ Construction of the whole line by the British Authorities 
subject t. agreed conditions* 


(c) The extension to be financed wider joint financial arren e- 
...tnts to be ^jrpea etween the two Governsnts by wnich the 
two Governments would share the r sulti.^ expenditure a 
r c v *? a uc & p pr o pr 1 a tely , 


, 2* 1j all ces#s it vvould be nccsary to consider whether loco- 
u.otj.ves :.d rolli;ig stock would bn provided ty the respective Govern- 
rnents for weir sections, or by the sierra Leone Government for all. 
or j oi:it_i.y ua the principle iidicated in paragraph 4(c) above* 


"* . Irreaprctive of tiie decision to be rea hea on the alternatives 
suited L t paragraph 4, first ste^ must be a detailed survey of 
tie rai^.t'y on both sides of frontier on vvliich an eati^ate of* ti e 
extension can oe baseu* It is for consideration Aether 
u.e two jOver.wi.entB nrs prepared to share the cost of tnis survey equally, 


V. As an aid to consideration of the project in general, it luay oe 
stated that ;he pi^e^er arid freight rates applicable on the French 
,cst African Rsii'vaya eg set out in a note received from, the Governor* 
General of French west Africa under cover of a letter d ited the 3rd of 
January, j.^ 47, bear reasonable comparison to those applicable oa the 
Sierra Leone Rantv.ay, 


' ^ b A fri can Co u. + c il, 

,a - -• ■ ' 










Ain i - Q/.r^.c 

3ft IKF Ft ft 3 


-X.. v.zcQc:Fi^:c zt 

: y\ \ "a a 7 . $. g, ffTs~ 

jC^I 


■Arm, 


haiuvay ccBg.UniCATirirs ::sy 

3L; ^ ucaj Aiiu ffc .c?{ GtirrsA 

ijlacusalon should foxj-ow the note Ahieh has 
b-en circulate a. You should emphasise that are 
Interested in ana desire s railway link with French 
Guinea if It is practicahle f ana if + t is found to 
bf economically a ad financially justified* ?:ie 
first can only be ascertainpu as a result of a 
detail?a survey of the country through which the 
railway would have tc ^ass on both sides of tut 
frontier. You may say that the Sierra Laurie 
Government wouj.cs be willing to undertake to is 
survey from ^ U to GUSi^uOU, and to bear half 

of the cost of ti e survey, subject tc the French 
agreeing to tear the other half of the cost. 

You «*dst emphasize that a decision to such a 

survey would not imply any commitur. nt subsequently 
to construct a railway. This will be e separate 
matter far decision after the results of the survey 
are mnoun, and the decision must detenu solely on 
economic and financial considerations* 4 principal 
consideration u?Ill be the amount of traffic which 
wixi be assured between French territory and Freetown* 
You should press for confirmation of the figure© 
with r*.. era to this quote a in paragraph j of the note, 
ana you should stress the fact that the case for an 
extension of the railv.sy must depend to a large 
extent on t.,e assured volume of this traffic* 

If the French *ish to discuss the alternstives 
in paragraph 4 of the note, you should try to 
ascertain their views without eem*-itting this Govern- 
*.tnt in s:jy way, justifying your attitude on the 
grounds that this would be a matter for discussion 
between the two Governments *fter e survey has shown 
that construction of a railway is practicable* Cn 
the other ucnu j ou say, w ith reference' to para¬ 
graph 1 of the note, that if a railway is constructed 
arrangement a for the transit of goods to and from 
French territory in bona may be assumed* 

If tu e French ra ise the alternative of 
developing an six*-seam on roaa link from fendembu to 
lueKedou, you can say that there is already a 
serviceable roaa on our side of the frontier, which 
oruy needs permanent briaging and a few slight 
improvement© to be of thr usual eux weather standard* 
If the road is to be develop eu into an inter Coio^ 
route it would be necessary for the French to sey 
what type oi vehicle they propose to use on it 
(laden weight, laden axle loadings, na over-oil 
width), ana the total _ross d^ily and annual tonnage 
expected to p*ss over toe roaa* The feasibility of 
vhat vas proposed would be considered in the light 
of t hie informa tIon* 














AIISL(.-<‘3Tra ca:t?-!ICAXl:. b OCi.j^ ^gg 

' ** lAXj i-jtR* 

3 'cg -Si* ic.n vax_. 

Apr •:■■ p ^ t' Inut e s 


&* 


p* 


f * 71*1 


, 3 " ^ 


■n 


t-*-A. 


O-" 


rlir^ aub“OoiiiLiittee estimate^ the volume oi tr?inc vh.ich an 
extension as far as sue^hsuou in j^rendi guinea or t. e railway from 
preetovai to perw^mbu coulu be lively to bring to the sierra i&one 

railway system* 


jhe annual tonnage of goon© traffic to oe csrrieu between 
Gu^emedcu anu jsreetown would be r ^xi:.., te_y* 


a* 


Under yre sent pro-auction conn it ions: 


9*000 tons of export traffic 
jjCOC tons of import traffic 


B, 


T r, .-dng into cons iu€ rat ion on the one hanu the 
r conomic cteve 1 ^-iisat v ithin the area conesro.<■ ** —a 
trench guinea * an u on the other hanu the increase 
in. commercial developments v.iiich can be cx ii - |3 cte« 
frou the reduction in transport costs: 


lj .COC tons -r export traffic 
6,000 tons ^ iLpert traffic. 


These 


figures are subject to the following reservations 


It ;• 00.1 m oe aavisabie to aeuuct from the expert a ole 
toms e the ten-age of rice which is aietrio-jteu 
intern ally to other areas or Stanch - Airies 
(mainly sipuirl)* xh^s amount, which - 1 — vc-ry f* 1 -^ 
year to year 3 woulu amount to a maximum of 1,CCO tons 
at present aim 4,COC tons in future* 


2 * 


In the event of the proposed railway from : a^rovia 
to u.Ju^r 'juinra being constructed,the products of 
one of the IB gents region voula be attracted 

toviarus llonrovia, the dividing iius being aeterimuie* 
^ccoriing to the u riffs : ..pile-able on oath slies* 


TT* The present traffic of the sierra Leone railway system 
totals apjprerljaately ’4,C0C»C00 ill citric tone. Qn tne to^ia or 
a t^t'x trailic of XC*OOC tons bet,-en yuec-maoii aha Freetown, the 
Upper guinea traffic woulu represent 5,20C,©C0 Kilom^tric tons, 
i.e* an increase of 2&* The length of railway to be constructed - 
re resents 24, or the ..resent length ol t.r sierra rr Up. ay 

system, rhe operating" changes of the present railway system woulu 
not therefore be vrorainOd by the propose a extension* 


1X1* The jyub-Cewittce proposes to the conference that the 
following resolution be adopted** 


*The conference recommend to the two saver Luents that a , 

survey be msuc of the most suitable route for a railway vj 

./ ,... x .CJ* , u to r ju C ■ uOU j t .ot C 1 ± - -0 ‘*** 

t,iiB first of the survey estimatau at £15,000 (4,200,000 French 
.reet African francs) to be shared equally between the two 
Govern Lent st the survey to be csrrieu out ty British stafx# 

A j r . a cl t. -d .-C - n v u—a - t c - to Iht t , * rty # ( * 


IV* As re - sroS the conditions of the eventual construction am 
operation ox the proposed reiivtsy, the plw~Cei—- ittee simply 
exchaqgea vh-.s, auring vhich no difficulty of principle revCeleu 
itself. This applies equally to the question of customs* The 
Sub-Committee considers, however, that the final decision to con-* 


s tr ^ic i* 






















co.*struct, -a r^ilwry anu discussion of the condutions of its 
construction anu operation shoulo e-ait the resets of the 
survey* 










TELEGRAM 


frje: no. y yy 
RE<- k^_9S'/ 

DATc 




Cypher 

Code 


tr 




Clear 



From 


foreign Office 


To :— • . inister. 


Despatch h. June 19U7 


Received 


21 at. June 191+7 


No. 21+ 


of 20th. June 1947 


Your letter of 6 th. June, Centenary celeorations . 

It is understood that your United States Colleague 

has "been instructed to ask the Liberian Government 

* 

to revert to the original date, July 29 th., for 

Naval Display. flease make similar demarche, 

* # 

explaining that H.1I.S. "NIGERIA* S’* visit,cannot repeat 
not, he extended. 


3. of S 




W30US7. DlSSO, 5:.M. CdiorU), 





















TELEGRAM. 


Cypher 

Code 

Clear 


Naval Shore * 


S/7 

hle 

ti '/9 

tfX B. NO; X ^ 

5 /V 

DATE 


- prsar 


From :— c. in C. To: — Consul General. 

South Atlantic Station Monrovia. 






Despatched 


June 19th. 1947 Received 20th. June 1947 


No. unnumbered. 


oi 


19th. June 1947 


C. e^QJ&o-tie- 


■ 


RESTRICTED. 

** a? 

Thank you for your letter of 19th. May and copy 

tional Ant he . Arrangements have been made for ..IS 
NIGERIA to visit Monrovia from 26th. to 30th. July. 
Admiralty are being asked to confirm that foreign 
Office will be notified. 

2. rarticulars of . IGSRIA were forwarded 

to you by mail on 20th. May. 

















i 4 J-;*80.' W 1 .&MMG; (3 Sort.nl : 43 A.ft E.W.Ud* Qp.fctt 

£0U5> Wt,42Tl2 1LI5 35,000 (3 SorUi VI 43 


A 
















TELEGRAM. 


Cypher 

Code 


Clear 


"K" (OTP) 


no. . S/7 

PKD. No 




ATc. _ 3/ i./~ 




From :— Minister 


Despatched 21st. June 1947 


To 


Foreign Office 


Received 


No. 


50 


of 


June 21 st. 1 947 


P.Tportant. j Your telegram o. "3, Liberian Centenary. 

I have consulted French Minister who informs rue that 
French are sending a delegation of four personalities 
(two white two coloured) headed bp Monsieur Barthes 
High Commissioner, Dakar, plus their suites plus 
Governors of French Guinea and Ivory Coast plus frigate 
and an 



that an official message be sent to the President of 
Liberia on the occasion of the Centenary (if this xjsaaagK 
is done would it be sent direct or'through leV I 
feel such a message will be sent by the President 
of U.S.A. ), and (b) that the British roadcasting dsaqTgny 
Corporation should give generous time and treatment 
to Centenary in their Yfest African Service. 

Meanwhile I am informing Liberian ■"Government 
of our arrangements. 


lowering. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

• 2ll(989/S. 17/47) 


FUE tfo 



RE3D. 




Minis ter MONROVIA .Liberia 

Governor, Si err a Leone , 


Legation, 

MONROVIA, 

Liberia* 

16th June, 7. 


Monrovia despatch No.6 of the 25th February,1947* 


Copy of Monrovia des¬ 
patch No*49B of the 16th 
June, 1947, addressed to 
Hla Majesty's principal 
Secretary of dtate for 
Fooelgn Affaire, London* 


Railway developments 


arising out of the 
Boal Hills Iron-ore 
oonoeesion in Liberia* 
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16(988/8.17/47) 

Minister MONROVIA, Liberia 

OFWAC, Accra, Gold Coast, 

Legation, 

MONROVIA, 

Liberie. 

16th June, 7. 


Monrovia despatch Ho. 6 of the 26th February, 1947 . 


Copy of Monrovia des¬ 
patch No.49B of the 16th 
June, 1947, addressed 
to Hia Majesty's princi¬ 
pal aeoretary of utate 
for Foreign Affaire, 
London. 


Hallway development a 
arising out of the 
Boifii Hills iron—ore 
con cession in Liberia, 


4ft 










CONFIDENTIAL 





O.T.8(987/8.17/47) 



Minister MONROVIA.Liberia , 

R.P.i). .Board ©f Trade, 

London v 


Legation p 

MONROVIA, 

Liberia, 

16th June, 7, 

Monrovia daapatch No.O.T.2 of the 26th February, 

1947. 


Copy of Monrovia des¬ 
patch No,49S of the 16th 
June, 1947, addressed, 
to hie Majesty's Princi¬ 
pal Secretary of State 
For Foreign Affairs, 
London, 


Railway developments 
arising out of the 
Loioi itills iron-ore 
concession in Liberia 
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TELEGRAM 


Cypher 
Code 
Clear 
From :— 


(GTi ' 





Porein Office 


To 


li.i,. Minister 


Despatched June 13th * 1347 Received Jrae 14th - 1347 


No. 


-1 


of 


1 5 th, June 1947 


'four telegram No. 48- By all means await the return 
of the French Minister "before(?) communicating 
arrangements to the Siberian Government. ’.-ben 
replies have been received from Sierra Leonef and 
- igeria we shall infobm Liberian Minister of the 
extent of our participation. When you have 
discussed matter with your French Colleague you 

may inform Siberian Government what has been 

* 

arranged adding ( if no further news has been 
received by then ) that replies are still awaited 
from Sierra Leone and Nigeria. IV 4 may use your 
discretion whether to inform Liberian Government 
now or later that the i 2 *jbo*£ *C-in-C will hot be 
on board the Nigeria. It may allay their disapp¬ 
ointment if it is explained to them that the Nigeria 

is the only cruiser available in hfri can <'ater 3 

* 

and that long standing arrangements have been, with 


W300S7, 56M. <3 sortl). 10/45. 















TELEGRAM 


Cypher 


Code 


Clear 


From 


To :— 


Despatched 


Received 


No. 


of 


page 2 


difficulty, ::iodified to per..lit the visit to 
Monrovia on July 2oth. In view of paragraph three 
of your telegram we have as Iced the Ad.iiralty to try 
to arrange for Nigeria to advance her (?} arrival 
by twenty four hours. 


S. of S 


WSWM. DC150. y..M. 111/45. 











TELEGRAM. 


► 



* 


Cypher (OTP) 

Code 

Clear 

t 

From :— I-:,!'. Minister 

* . ^ A i 

V 



To :— Joi>eign C .Tice 


Despatched gth. June 1947 Received 

_ : _ 

No. 4.8 of 9th, June j^ i+j ,. 


Confidential. Your telegram Jo, 21 . 
Siberian Centenary, 


As ^rench Minister absent in ^akar until about loth. 
June and only local merchant in charge of French Legation 
may I await his return for desired consultation before 
communicating arrangements to Liberian Government! 

2. Must 1 advise Liberian Government of contents of 
paragraph 1 of your telegram or have you informed ^iberian 
Minister in -^ondon in reply to his note to you of 2Cth» 
March? Also need I mention at this stage that C-in-C 
South Atlantic will not be. on board the bigeria? I feel 
Liberian Government will be very disappointed that no 
official representatives are apparently coming either 
from the U.K. or the &aXaXI&2£ -Vest African Colonies. 

3 . Date of arrival of the Nigeria namely July 26th. 
unfortunate as that is actual day of Centenary and both 
Liberian Government and Foreign Representatives will 

be fully occupied with formal engagements, thus r.ia'.ing 
customary exchange of visits on that date virtually 
impossible. 

4. Grateful for your further instructions. 


Lowering. 
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TELEGRAM. 


Cypher 

Code 


Clear 


"M" (OTP) 


NO.— 

D. NO 


S/7 



•w* 


From Forieign Office 


To :— H.M. Minister 


Despatched June 6th* 19 7 Received June ft , 1947 


No. 22 of June 6th. 0 f 


Confidential. Your telegram ^o. 42. 

Colonial u ffice state that neither the Gold Coast nor 
Gambia will be represesented at Centenary celeorations 
and participation of Sierra Leone and Nigeria is 
doubtful . 




fou will shortly receive a letter accrediting you 
as Mis Majesty's Special Envoy at celebrations. 

H.m. Cruiser "NIGERIA” will visit Monrovia from 
July 26th. to July 30th. inclusive, the Coumander-in- 
Chief, South Atlantic will not (repeat not) be on 
board. 




Before communicating these arrangements for 
■participation of H.M.G. in centenary celebrations to 
Liberian Government, you should consult with your 
French Colleague whos^e overnment now find they are 
unable to send any ship larger than a frig&ate, but 
expect to send a delegation of two or three'African 
personalities headed by Monsieur Lamine Jueye. -*-t is 

suggested that it be explained to the\tne Liberian 
Government that since H.U.G. are sending the more 
important naval unit, it was felt that it should be 
left to our French "Hies to send the greater number 
of personalities, thus preserving balance between our 
respective countries 1 participation in the celebrations. 

/Though it now appears*doubtful whether the American 
Government will send a Cruiser as originally planned, 
we are disinclined to substitute a small vessel for 
. .S. "Nigeria" whose visit constitutes virtually 
our only gesture in connection with the Centenary. 


3.of S. for F.A. 

WS0Ci7. ©1350. *&M. Cieorw). in/**, 
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TELEGRAM. 


Cypher 

* 

Code 

Clear 

From 


L :; (OTi ) 


oricign Or/loo 


To :— 




- f " * rir ib i „ 


Despatched Received 

-—*-1 .. I. 7 - i _- ’ ■ 


No * 22 of Juno 6th. 


of 


Confident!; J.. '/our telegram * o. J+2* 

Colonial Vi if±ce state that neither the Gold Coast nor 
Cenibla will be represoecutocL at Ccntc celebrations 
and participation cf 3i»rra Econo ant 1 , igeria is 
doubtful . 


^ou will shortly receive fcter tine you 

as #is Majesty’s Special Envoy at celebrations. 

.. . Cruiser W 'IIGERIA" vi ' 1 T’.ait enr vin fro * 

July 26th. to July 30th. inclusive, the Corcr.uuKler—in— 
Chief, South Atlmtlop will not (po >oat not) be on 
board . 

before cenununicotiiig these srranyenente for 
participation of ". r '.C. In cc t ;rj celebrations to 
Siberian Government, cu should consult with your 
French Colleague •whoc^c ovemmt *qw find, they are 
unable to send any ship larger than a frigate, but 
expect to sen! a delegation a; two or three Af lean 
personalities headed by Monsieur Lauindjueye. It is 
suggested that it be explained to the$the Siberian 
Government that since . 1 * 1 * * are scndjuig the raoro 
idpoctant r.aval unit, it was felt that, it oho II he 
left to our French ^llics to send the gf*eator ('.rater 
of personalities, thus preserving bale: cc between our 
respective countries’ articipation in the colei;rations 
Though it no 1 ? Qppc&rs doubtful hother tiie American 
Government ’/ill send a Cruiser as originally planned, 
we are disinclined to substitute o snail vessel for 
H. 1.6. "Algeria" whose visit constitutes virtually 
our only gesture in connection with the Cp-ite’*'— 


DI360. Sf«M. (S«ort»). IW/4&, 


J*. tfS* g* 
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British Legation, 
MONROVIA, Liberia. 
5th Mey, 1947. 


By Airsaall 

No, 736/3* 17/47. 


(Dear lillie-Costello), 

Xour letter 109/28 of the 10th April and 
letter 82 j/S. 17/47 of the loth ipril about 
iir.Kittreli. 

2. Aithou$r Di'.Kittrell, when I met socially 
subsequent to writing to her on the 18th April, 
promised to send me a written reply a 10 h*g 
failed to uo so. Sjc did however tell me that 
her report on nutrition was not yet complete, 
that it would be completed upon her return to 
Washington and 41 on printed, and that then she 
would send both you and me copies of it* It re¬ 
mains to be seen whether they will be forth- 
caring. 


Sincerely youro. 



Major J. Lillie-Costello, M.G. , 

Regional Information Officer, 

Office of the West African Council, 
ACCRA, Gold Coast. 



< 








No. 624/3.17/47 


PILE NO. 


REGD. NO. 



18th April, 1947* 


Dear Dr.Kittroll. 


I have Just received a letter Ansa l.ojor Li] .ie- 
Costello, Regional Infoxuati&n Officer, Office of the 
West African Council, Accra, whaa you will doubtless 
reiacniber having taet during his visit to onrovia suae 
woeks o^o. 


He asks :ae to give you Ms oast wishes and tells 
no that you very kindly premised to send hia a copy 
of your report on nutrition ivJien cosipl; ted. If try any 
ohance your report is now occ^lcted, X shall he very 
pleased to acral a copy to Major L ill ic -Cos tello far you 
in our next diplomatic hog. Should you he having 
copies of tl<a report roneod or printed perhaps you 
could also spare ue throe or four copies? If so, they 
would oe very ouch appreciated. 

With ny kind personal regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


i. 






m*mu, Li'ieria. 









m 



By Airmail 

MM ■ ■ P ■ iHTH 

Nc. 623/3.17/47. 


British Lection, 
MONROVIA, Liberia, 
18th April, 1947. 


(Deer Lillie-Costello), 

Thanh you for your letter 109/28 of the 
10 th April. 

2. I at) to-day vritin*, to Dtr.Flanmie P.Kittrell 
ashing har for a copy of her report on nutrition; if 
completed. If I mu successful in obtaining It, I 
mil send it to you by the next bag. 


3 . Aa regards cocoa, timber devolopnents, etc., 

I automatically report any fresh information obtained 
on those subjects in official despatches to the 
Foreign Office, copies of which are sent to the Chi £ 
Secretary, Vest African Council, Accra, so you will 
doubtless be able to refer to them* My last despatch 
on this subject was Number 7 of the 27 th March to 
Ofvrac. Tliere will, I thine, not be any developtaents 
for serte time as the Loonanic ) Ission are only at 
m'esent ccmencin.' to stddy the [possibilities. 


Sincerely youz's. 



14ajor J»LiIlic"Gos^ gIIOj M.C •, 

Regional Information Officer, 

Office of the bat African Council, 
ACCRA, Cold Coast. 








* 




REGS) 

date 


,? 7 - 

*' *7 


t fth..199/28,. 

r. Oflice of tlii j West African Council 


.lot* Aprilf.14.4.7,. 


J. BOWERDiG, ESQ. , 
BRITISH LEGATION, 
MONROVIA, 

LIBERIA. 



27^ 


I am re; lying to your letter of March 27, 
reference Ho. (49 7/S. 1 7/47). 


1947, 


2, I £m very glad to read that you are in entire 
agreement with my report. I note also your remarks 
regarding the paragraph on cocoa and I will be most 
grateful to hear whet decision if any, the American 
Economic Mission come to regarding the question of 
cocoa. At the same time any information you can send 
tne regarding their decisions on the timber industry 
and sundry agricultural products will be equally 
interesting. 


3. As you know, during ay stay with you I met the 
American woman ..hose name I have forgotten who was in 
Monrovia with a view to producing a report on nutrition, 
bne very kindly promised to 3tnd me a copy of this 
report when completed. I will be very grateful if you 
c,.* remind her of this and perhaps at the same time you 
will give her my best wishes etc. 

4. The question of MacCrltty now rests with the 
Colonial Office £nd the moment I hear from them, I will 
of course immediately write to you. 


5« Ky best wishes to you coupled with the hone 
that your relief will arrive in the not too distant 
future, for life at the moment from your, end must be 
extremely arduous. 


4 




* 



LILLlE-COST-iLLO, L.C., 
INFORMATION OFFICER, 
WEST AFRICA. 





1 









fHJNO. , ,£//, 
REGD. KO. 


By Air mail Registe red. 


British Legation, 

MONROVIA, Liberia. 


579/S. 17/47. 


10th April, 1947 . 



(Dear Hamage), 

4 

* ? tany thanks indeed for your letter 373/15/15 
of the 25th March about the railway, reoeived yesterday. 

You will doubtless have slnoe received iay des- 
patches (sent via Lonion) Numbers 6 and 8 of the »th 
February and the 11th March respectively which give 
up-to-date^ information regarding this subject in so far 
as activities here in Liberia are oonoemed. Your 
letter under reference however provided me witti very 
useful background information about the present position 
in Sierra Leone and I am most grateful for it. 


Our mail arrangements are not to be so bad as 

was at one time tiiought likely. Although Pan-Aaerican 

Airways have gone and as a result -the King's Messenger 

bag service between here and London has been suspended. 

Air -prance continue to land at Robertafiold so we still 

receive our non-oanfidcntial mail by air. As regards 

oags, at the moment I am sending them either to Accra 

or to Freetown by the master of a British ship for on- 

mx& trenaniaaio® by air to London depending on whether 

the Britiah ship is outward or haanuA bound. So far 

I ^iavc sent one bag to Accra by this means but none to 
Ireotovr 


Witn my leiii—lost regards. 

(Sincerely yours). 


R. 0. Ramage, Ssq., C.M.G., 
The Colonial Secretariat, 
FREETOWN, 

Sierra Leone. 















■373-4/13/15* 




(o._ ±'j£f 


The Secretariat 
Freetown 


Sierra Leone 

J^CfUixrch, 1947 . 





i 


You will^see from our despatch No# 31 of 
tiie 2Jth September, 19wo, to the Governor of French 
Guinea, a copy of which was handed to /aughan, 
that a proposal was made sometime ago that the 
Railway might be extended from its present eastern 
terminus at Pen&embu in Sierra l»eone to some point 


in that part of French Guinea which lies east of our 
frontier! .after a. considerable pause, the matter 
has recently be cane an active issue. \I Q have 
received from the French authorities an estimate 
of probable traffic which might be obtained if the 
Railway were extended to 1.;^cents. This volume of 
traffic is appreciable and from our point of view 
would be a useful addition both to the Railway itself 
and from the point of view of providing cargo to be 
handled over the deep water y.uay which we propose 
to construct. The next step, so far as we are con¬ 
cerned, ./ill be to discuss the matter at the ^nglo— 
Franca Conn-uni cat ions Conference to be held at 
Dakar next monta. Our representative will be the 
General Lunager of the Railway. 


I understand from conversation with 
Graham that the other Railway proposal,which has a 
bearing on this one, is still regarded as a possible, 
although somewhat remote, development. To some 
extent the two proposals would overlap if the alter¬ 
native took a north-easterly direction. If, of 


J. BO,BRING, BB*. 


course, 


l/N 



course, it went more easterly, I doubt if 
there v/ould be any appreciable effect on the 
proposal which we are considering. 

I am letting you know very generally 
what is proposed in order to keep you in the 
picture. Having regard to the circumstances 
of the alternative proposal, I have thought it 
more appropriate to keep you informed by means 
of a demi-official letter rather than official 
correspondence* 

I gather from Graham that your mail 
arrangements are being very seriously upset by 
the decision to close down Robertsfield. U n lese 
Air Prance can obtain amphibians and resume the 
service to Monrovia, *we shall have to send all 
mail to you by ships as the opportunity offers. 
In any event secret mail will have to go by 
British ships. 






GOVERNMENT HOUSE, 



<3 



Si! . 

^ATE 



SIERRA LEONE. 

18th March, 1947* 


Thank you for your letter of the 15th of February 
and for dealing with the reply from this Government to the 
Acting Secretary of State's letter of condolence for the 
death of Sir Douglas Jardine. 

v/ith regard to your query about a passage home early 
in August I am advised that there are now no priorities on 
the West Africa - United Kingdom Service. Elder Dempster's 
Branch at Lagos is the central booking Agency and each 
Elder Dempster office on the Coast keeps a list of intending 
passengers. It is suggested that it vfould be advisable for 
you to get the Paterson Zochonis Agent in Monrovia to ask 
Elder Dempster's Lagos Manager for a definite booking on a 
suitable ship,at least a month before you wish to sail. 

I am told that at present there is no difficulty in 
obtaining sea passages to the United Kingdom; it was expected 
that the new mail vessel would reach West Africa on her 
maiden voyage at the end of July. It is possible that 
conditions in England recently may delay the fitting out of 
*9 the new ship but I have no information on this point. 










Esq, 


J. Bowering, 








British Legation, 



( 497 / 3 - 17 / 47 ) 


MONROVIA, Liberie. 
27th March, 1947* 


(Bear Lillie-Costello), 

Many thanks for your letter i<o*l09/ of 
the 20th March about your visit to Monrovia* 

I have dealt with the personal and un¬ 
official parte thereof in a separate letter. 

I am most grateful to you for sending me 
a copy of the report which you gave to Sir 
Gerald Creasy about your visit ana am in entire 
agreement with it. There have,* however, been 
certain further air developments since you left 
but Sir Gerald Creasy will doubtless have received 
copies of my telegruras to tlie Foreign Office on 
this matter* The only other coument is the para¬ 
graph on cocoa* Since you left some further 
personnel for the American Economic Mission have 
arrived be ire and I understand that amongst their 
many activities they are to look into the ques¬ 
tion of a timber industry and sundry agricultural 
products including cocoa* 1 have written a des- 
patch to the Foreign Office about this and an 
sending a copy thereof to Sir Gerald Creasy. Cocoa 
has already been produced on a small scale in the 
Gape Palmas area but not with any succeed from the 
point of view of export as the Liberi ms were 
apparently unable to produce cocoa suitable for 
the requirements of the world*a markets. In 1945 
(the last figures available) only 168 lbs. of 
cocoa to a value of 05 were exported. As to whether 
or not any improvements can be made in the future 
time alone will show. 

The letters enclosed in your letter under 
reference have been delivered to the l&resaees. 

I note that I shall hear in due course what 
ie decided about a return visit by Hr.MacGritty* 

Again very many thanks and with my kindest 
regards. 


I remain, 

(Sincerely yours) 




Major J. Lillie-Costello, M.C., 

Regional Information Officer, 

Office of the -est African Council, 
ACCRA, Gold Coast* 










RESTRICTS!) 


O.T.5(496/0.17/47) 



Ministor MONROVIA, 

E.P.D. ,B.of Trade,London, 


Legation, 

MONROVIA, 

Liberia, 

27 th March, 7. 


Monrovia despatch No.C.T.Ci of the 11th March,'47 


Copy of Monrovia des¬ 
patch No*89JS of the 
27th March, 1947, addre¬ 
ssed to His Majesty’s 
principal Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affaire, 
London* 


Activities of the 
United States 
Eoonouic Mission 

to Liberia, 




RBarRiqpBP 

4(495/3. 17/47) 



Minister Monrovia, 
Governor,Gold Const, 


Legation,. 

MONROVIA, 

Liberia. 

27th March, 7. 

M 


Copy of Monrovia des¬ 
patch Nj. 29E of the 
27th March, 1947, addre¬ 
ssed to Hie Majesty’s 
Principal Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, 
London. 


Activities of the 
United States 
Economic Mission 
. to Liberia. 




RBgTRICTSp 

10(494/3,17/47) 




Minister MONROVIA 
Governor,31erra Leone, 


Legation, 

MONROVIA, 

Liberia. 

87th March, 7. 


Monrovia deepatch No.8 of the llth March, 1947 . 




Copy of Monrovia des¬ 
patch No.898 of the 
27th March, 1947, addre¬ 
ssed to His Majesty's 
Peincipal Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, 
London. 


Activities of the 
United States 
Economic Mission 
to Liberia. 






RS3TRICJKD 

7(493/3.17/47) 


Legation, 

MONROVIA, 

Liberia. 

27th Mareh, 7. 

Monrovia deapatoh No.6 of the 11th March,1947. 


Copy of Monrovia dee- Activities of the 

patch No.29S of the 

27th March, 1947, addre- United States 

seed to Hia Majesty*a 

principal secretary of lJcononic ^iBBlon 

State for Foreign Affairs, 

London. to Liberia. 



Minister MONROVIA, 

OFWAC, Accra,Gold Cocut 
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tof tt» litto ioroti X poyorioft toot too Otoff of 
the um*i'k*<xi < l&oolvo la Libor *h <mo 

ftftftln taifc* U.OrOMMC Is if «*** ifeo,'# 

Mfti Oli^t to*t -*»*« to iueroooo toofcr *Otl#» 
viUM la ua hoop ruiw«, 

8* 1 taCeittiw toot «w>f.got tool.** voFteao > 

•otMUos lie Qtiioooaal of tao .t aiooloo 

• tro to oturtjr too yttilMlUla of (4l^« >ia| a 
tioao* lataotogr aoi aloe It* pwaotton of iiatft y 
•gfltatf torol jp*o6 weto lnelu<iin t ooooo* Oo 
boo. l ftoU« boon prateMA for oooo vi*o oa o 
M8«Ii oeaU Id too capo HM tm kt IM dlffi- 
otitiM lav* ooop lie jovyo* oropor-atton o*i 
yrttit for m»rt to 8w rorLi’o n4nf . la 
ib? oolm , poor i*Hfc (tbo loot f iguroo unU* 
•blO; *Alg 1M ltt* Of OOCOO of • Voluo of O 


9» a §m of lag <o yl oo of tbio l u oai t o b to 
%ho l*pbrt OiMootlon MyfkOtmmt of too Jtoiisi of 
faa, to u« mar itooiory» J ft*t ofatooai wuueai 
gOOVOt « «0 to tho jt tfto 0ol£ CaoOt OOft 

oiorro L oo n o> 

». 

1 Vuivo bho tiottuu* to bo* 
tlth too blt.noMl roopoot, 
olr 9 

Ivtr Obu6l0*i,t f t«0>4»lO 001*0 Hit t 


glo k^Hl'a ir*j«&yol uoorotwr/ 
of ototo for Ivra^tt ffttuu, 

w»ft ie« t 
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PSRSOIIAL & CGKFIDSNTIAL, 





J. SOBERING- SS^., 

HIS MAJESTY'S BSMAlIKIC, 
BRITISH LEGATION, 
::0...;OV3>. - LIBERIA, 


No.... 1( 

r, Oflii’e of tlie West African Council 

Accra 

M£rch..2G,. 19.W* 

i". n 

* 7^7 


1 * 


First, I wish to apologize to you for .ny' delay in / 
v/riting this letter. 

At the game time I wish to thank you for your kind- 
ness to me during my stay end also in particular for the great 
heir you were throughout rqy visit. Your presence at all of 
the important meetings both with the press and other people 
did much to facilitate ray task and I am most grateful for the 
trouble you personally took in this re spec t when I know full 
well how short-staffed you are and that the time you spent with 
me on my behalf meant a steady accumulation f work waiting to 
be done after I left. 




various other 
them before 


You will find enclosed with this letter 
letters which I have left open so that you lay 
sendlug them on to the people concerned. 

Regarding your elephant table, I would like to receive 
further advice from you on this met ter. I understand from 
Mr, Kesby who is a member of the Office of the African 

Council staff that a Mr. Hooton (Kesby believes that that is 
his name) has already ordered this table for you. if this i 3 


£ct /i*- 


not so, please let me know and I will deal with the matter, 

You will find enclosed a copy letter of the report 
which I gave to Sir Gerald Creasy and I hope it will meet with 
your approval in every way. 





Sir Gerald Creasy is taking up the question of a return 
visit by Mr. MacCritty to British West Africa and I will let / 

you know the result of this as soon as possible. 

MAJOR J, LILLIE-^COSTELLO, M.C., 

REGIONAL INFORMATION OFFICER, 

WEST AFRICA. 


CYA 


tv 


• 1 
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RESTRICTED 



Rl/47 


IMrch 3, 1947 


Sir; 


j jiave tiie honour to Eubrtlt a report ra^art] ing 
ny visit to Liberia in accordance vritii the irictruotions laM 
doufii v.y tv . StiCi^bviv or State lor t]n- CoU-vim \:.ur S 

letter, reforojioo number 20 92 A * , to the British Minister 

jn Monrovia p doted December 27/46* 


You tmve in your jOGseseibn tlio feport iso do by 
the British Kiuiatcr, doted February 26/47, to Bio Mi Jonty's y 
Prinoipal 3oorotary of State for Foreign Affairs mulch por- 
tr ! t. ic 1‘ ;ault el t iia vlo# 

fnragraph 5 of tho British illnietor's report is 
of spcolol interest, Because if this idee in entertained by 
His UteJeetT's Government us being worth while there arises -j> y' 
t!ic v r: difficult cues.lion in this coso ns to colony A- 

: . . Gritty might task* a return visit. 



Morris, for o’, v '.owe roasom , la not f *o colony 
Mat suited to receive this visit, bearing in mind that 15*. , 

i&io Gritty -rill have to meet tho representatives of the 
prerP should this invitation iiatorlnlise, 


The Gambia la too snail a colony for this purpose 
and Sierra Leone io unsuitable for tno oniutenano^of the 
good-neighbour policy in view of Paragraph 4 B in the British 
Minist.r’o letter referred to above. 


■ l*i;is narrows the choice of colony down to ti;c Gold 

Const:- subject to the approval of all concerned both in tite 
voroirai end Colonial Office and providing His Excellency the 
Governor of the Gold Const in in agreement, I an confident, 
throe, h tentative intairlcc I node while In Llberl'., mich 
in no way cOTBnitted His He jest 7*0 Government to any dofinite 
line: of action, that Such an invitation would meet with. the 
f the Libciinn Governa&nt. 






Before my departure from the Gold Coant you caked 
n» to endeavour to obtain e formation for you, which 

I iiavo «:cr.G to ttn> beet of ny r/ ill tv f for V 1: nxtr 
difficult to gain Iteration, which le lively to hole ns 
trtio fop any length of timo* 

For YitmtCiVor other wolla tho Liberian ruMiori tio; 
ii^y ijaVo raasftad in from time to timo*. *Tsi 1 *of Truth le 
cd. ^ i on- oi thon. 


Information regarding tho contract cigned Wfcweea ait African - 
citizen, ColoneJ. C; riefcic, and tho Lib rim Gov rr. t for 
t ho exploi tat ion or the i ron-o re depo si ts In tho Baal jU_llD« 

1* Closely cGanectad with this concocnlQB Is tho r w 
Question of roil and pmC : trailer.«rt, which Jbrin«* om to tho 
Fponch interest in this raattor. To whit; Their interest I« 
to the extant that they woulc^ litee any railway coasbpuctod 
bntmjcn Monrovia sad the Borai ill lie to be extend**! into the 
Interior to tho French Frontier* 






















33 . 


2 , T!il3 in turn* opanc up the question as to will oh 
naxt of their frontier. For, it is not unfair to suggest 
thnt the Froaoh consideration ic allied in no uncertain -Tanner 
to not only tha ucstion of trade, <tt aloo the value of a 
oilitar; route to the Port of.Monrovia, should this necessity 
over arise. 


v 


■flio section of Franoh Ouinea, uhieft the French 
ooulc libo to open up ic the country surrounding Borekore, 
■.rhieii li-'-r- • Uu' i . 


•/ 


3. Heturnln t> the o.ii H llo Concession, ii 
and v/hen it is aevelor^otl , It In proposal to construct a 
r ram Monrovia to the Bomi - 1)0 . 

.i ■ L\ J .. • .. - r- b ere ii * i 

one of OBt populated districts of Liberia * v: 

however, from on eijgineerin^ vi-} ? point, will prove co * 
costly. Mr t iron the country, which -/ill noed 
ring, some 5 S bridges will have to be constructed, a© 
country to derive by far tho moot or*ofit from this 1*011 to 
is obviously Liberia. As bait euggariod to the 

Ircncli that the rpilvmy chould.be ortendod from ftplahun 
to jfcepiita just over the border in French Ouinea, 

from raoente to Kanton»a mtter of some 70 miles. 

It" already la existence * 


/■- 


The French interest in thin idea is .non-ost. 
They uro interested in the suggestion that the propered 
raULv/ay betvreoe the f oni Hills could bo joined up direct 
fith >v rcisor . 




v/ 


4 # Tliero is again an alternative route for link¬ 
ing up Zorekor© with IDnrovin* In thin coil icctioii it is 
wToll to realise that the only major road of any importance 
In Liberia rune fron unrovia to Change, eft ;r r. ga?, 

frora Biala to Snnokwele, Tho United States Government : 
promised to coi 3 plQta this gap. The United State ©d 
f forces left Liberia before they could do this and the United 
States Government contracted the fork out to the 1 ir "ctono 
] "iter plantations who are now completing tills task. The 
road when completed will run as far as Sonokwelo, Which Is 
near the French Guinea border And soso 25 ^lilcs frur. Zerekore 
A study of the attached map, which I hate marted* will help 
you to undor: tend the position mere clearly# 




, The maintenance of the road in a suitable coti«- 
dition to carry heavy rotor traffic i3 a big problem re- 
*-irking not only that over present question in Liberia of 
money, but also labour# 




C>, There is a further idee in being, timt 

the --Os.ii I x xi ion If Ey ; ■ 

milvmy betv/ov jirovla and the .Bomi Hills night bo of the y 

OT r tcvuT type* Krc a 00 , tola /oui< 3 till ^ ^1 the con¬ 

struction of a road covering, tho ofliao route a© the overhead 

rail ’ey# 


7, If tlio Zorekoro Aron is eventually o; onod up 
it is alleged that the Preach freight over this route might 
run Into tho neighbourhood of so ,000 tons ter month, for 
export from the t of Monrovia. This figure ir bated on 
: assumption that tho French territory in tho Zorefcoro ✓ 
region will bo o .erion up and developed for thic ooo. 


Kolahun in the northwest corner of Liberia# This area is 







e. Sma Jiry 

The ranln French interest is the lin.* up 
from ZerotEore to tho Fort of ;„Oiu*avin 
(a direct rout© of about SbO riiies)* 

The LtomrOTia-Borai Ellis route is a fairly 
sound possibility* Both by rail aM road* 

Tho other suggestions float ioro often 
than not in the realms of wishful tfc: i * 

g. Dutch Interest in this Concession , 

I Whether or no the Dutch have or arc conteru- 
^leting tolling a financial interest ii the BomA Hills soncoscion 
X cr- njot *'■ f 9 Vit" r, It in 'Ort.i no tiling that St t^e ul n o* . i i t5 g 
; Christie line four engineers 0 orating vritii hin from ^ 

tike Dutch Holla ntf Syndic to . 

The Position gelatltip'to Roberts Field Airport * 

1, T m pen American ?orld Airsrayo CornorPtion and 
ti*o Air Transport Contuiti appear to to considerably confused 
r 2 t - their 3hiturt . The toll im is, I : oliov , Q _ / 

fairly accurate conjecture as to ^hat will tote place and 
ic gained from as reliable a source as it is possible to find 

in 

g, IAA , o lease ie Roberts Fiold Air art v/lth 
. ii rian GO’. ,r,'ijent ceases to e;;iat at the cud of June 1 ^ 
1X7, 

3* The maintenance of tho fiald will beeoiao the v 
responsibility of the ATC for 45 days after February S0th f 

1947 * 

4 , CAA ( ; ■ . il AoroziQutic; 1 A ' r;Qi V >'l u) 

an international association v/ill tote ov«r by arrengenont 
with the Liberian Oovermtont 45 days after February W, 

. 

5, A .vard or two regarding tho caa fill not be 
out of place at this stage of my report* Naao^y, 1 bo 1 love* 

X ari correct When 1 state that the personnel of the CAA arc 
in tho rjain draim from tho countries they nro operating lh# 
ia a Fror irport, then the parson re 
French* ate* —If my surmise, is correct and, a: Qovor. - ^ 

mnt of Liberia has no pilotB or ground crows of their mm 
to draw personnel from, the position a» t -ardi: ^ nation, 

faith Till really br control!-t it tie sir field lr * li uio 
doubt* 

i 9 Tils ne 1 nvT- \gomcnfc, If it corns n into be in; , 

"and at t “jc tine , r it ia quite impossible for m to y' 

r r in nny further or .sore ticcumte detail* , night aflcct 

Air France Financially* 

7 * under the present arrangement wlileh Air Franco 
has with PAA* the French pay no 1 ivee, etc*, at > 

Roberto Field, because tho samn treat ant is nfTortied to 
United strips of ica # s plahos v/hen landing at Bator* 

,/huthor this nmiroicnt under nny mm agrtoment 7 ?ili still 
hold, I cannot say* 

D. Thera i 3 a further ru our cu mating thnt the 
Ilnerirn Govornner.t ’ill fur 1 its a m r.lr r. co:*. :.u*uti >n* 


b. 












Tills, I fool, is -eat unlikely, for the rarvir-C 
«T»? m Intent Luce of tho air , , with nu. "the rJrniof y 

jorsoniiol needed Aould attain to a finure far beywid tho 
ir bud "t. 


- If saoh c corporation utic forbad, iw»cv«r, tho 
aoney found rjouJ.it in iill probability bo aLxiet entirely 
. And the jierconnol oortaliily bo, which would 
produce tho rothor knotty profclen of rociiirocr'l landing 
■i l ji la ot icr ocumj'ico* For, us you know, these arc 
arrervot? through l . at; .;ii o &r g giwa* and it wild produce ^ 
the rather Gilbertinn position of “Liberia 0 ns'dag for 
facilities \Aich Aiaarlao already receive, — It is folt 
by those who sbotU.fi know tlvnt this eventuality Is not 1 i’.csly 
to occur. 


Port of ;jjnrovjn 


1. Tho Raynontt Concrete Pile Cusuony under tho 
Oiilted States havy io construction^ thin port. Tho laitioh 
iUniotor’s donpatch fraa Uanrovia to you (Deopatoh jaaabar 2 
of January 2L/4G) deals, 1 unfioratond, tilth thin aul joct in 
oonnid ruble detail. 





I taouIO , hewevor, like to add cert in con' eats y 

of uy otu 

8. So far an the Gcaprttawjf of tiio Halted Sts 
of A’ .orioo is conoomod the theory Is that the Liberian Govern- 
LI ropsy tte '• of tha port in, ti . 
ootqpletod ylU reach, a flours of about £3,0vX),00i ' to 20 

rillion). Any Axrloon taxpayer uho la sufficl'inly later- ^ 
<?otod to study tills question at all, would be troll adviced 
to do so sitting do.m, with soft mole piny lac “itor Ton;:, 

Oh, Lord i hot U>ng?" Tho folio ring facts trill boar this 
t ut in :K> u»kk .vt i. -xJUier. 


3. TO enable the port suthoritlaG nt radl to 
cover their overhand expensco it ic, 1 believe, necessary 
to iM>ndie a mirtlaun yearly turn av6v of COO,000 tons. It la 
true .to eay that in the caco of ti;e Port of Henrovin there arc S 
no aiortisntlon foot to bo ret, v/hich JJ ; ou like, will reduce 
tlic nlnikun tursiover needed for the Port of ionrovls to 
jf), tear . 


*i. iBicrc oven Ik "Tao Land of Zag* arc they Going 
to find such a tonnage? 

t c Tho toV 1 qt.\j ort. ^it Llijerij ivr loot r 
yoftr rBQ^ert a land flf 00 , ^00 ton® of ■ itiioh 40 f 000 
cv aglr Port itorshtfH and will contlma to do po. — 1 119 
jarp cely not counting the SC ,000 toms a zaoi.fch <3rprl©;>cC}0 /Hen 
tho country hnn boon opened tip in tho Zerejooro <‘iotrlct for 
It Id r^r firp belief that any ouch vision in tlio 

-it Of.n orJLy r-c- seen ' ; t!iom cenilax* ■’ho V7cnr fc-u* wry ^ 
Xfttcat of ^ooulcur do roce* glaaseo %/ith t*te <ipll&r ei^n 
atanpefi fir: ly on tho rl^t hm^l comer to clarify t?ioir 
vision otill uirthipr. 


. L ; ha O'-'" i’ln t’i t I ht -v*’ oon ' 

axpectod to help towards this nocononrry tom^aco, le surely 
C ,’l:- l *b gi * — Yot In thGlr contract with tho 

Ll f *erinn Goror iicnt I thin*: you dill find thrt thoy innw been 
• hood k raadbain claarce of n or:. 

1 % . \ ,c. . Co of t;e * • -^nv #111 f no 

I am lod to und^mtond, leave t^hlnd tdicn c *,nc yot y valuaLlo 
o^ul nont, which v/ill Inolu .c a firct r to oleotrio power 
. E t this oar* i>o c ec > f tvmoato taajw tho 
upkoQi> of the port Id no dOMbt* 

Three nvo;iuen of c'umce faoo this plonk'at 









t--,, yr :it ti e. — 0 Christie* s grou] mi£ht my it 

out right jTtoh the Liberian Govorjrjtmt ah part 61' thoir equip- . 
merit far running the 600 to 1000 yards or the quay oi^ 
Thick has ocn allocated tc tiieiu* 

Tula portion of tlio quay side has been oolnid 
that tho Voml Concession group or bho Liberian GovtjrnOeis.tr, 
hevor it oaf-be, hnc put tc -r ire tho to,: six incites 
of concrete from the; cumtro runway and thor© they -will find 
the iron pogc covered ith a thin layer of tar all rcqdy to 
tf ko %he railway tracb which will travel be two on the -.jure- 
hono n vhich are being built by tho HCP Co y on the spot* 

Or to/c, the Liberian (5o?ermrnt DitJit take over tho plant and 
run it ae an ricity eompeny for the capitBJ* The pro 
being roturnacJ towards the orhinary running costa or the port. 

— The third alternative could he tho formation or a smlX 
is a business proposition* V/hilo the e*cnulsjtlta or 
tho plant ^ight jmlX be a rather difficult px*oposition to 
understand outside Liberie the operative wore for un cratand- 
iiKi Is "inside*" 


/AC File MUmbor b/a»l dated Deocr.ilo ; 

1* r. J* Graham, the British Vice-Consulat Monrovia, 
cannot rsa»afcer the actual incident which ^Tic Excellency refers / 
to. It is, I under atari' , no./ not uncommon for criticism of * 
an all caudal r lag a gov rt ent or U*3.A* 

porconnal residing in jaUssrla to find its cray into the local 

‘OSS. 


Cocou lit Llberla 

There exists ut tho present time in Liberia an 
American economic liisslon under the anspices of the State 
0 ,;a* : , t oi . o U,S*A. — I under id : o: ■ in j u i 
sources that, thors is no question at all of tho cocoa / 

Indus ,ry being ooncici -red either t y this aissior or the 
Liborian Government os a possible source. of r 


S;. c is 1 Bo quo st s 

In a di%iocc M Aiivinr'iph u ct the •-1 fei, ■ ri. in): it?b 
lest.- if (.ior;/„/i /-7 } ra,jucatG \i.re made ror t .0 folio Li.,— 

1 * Copies of the housing estates photographs 
ay department undertook for Pj ... 

(Gold Coast). 

Asked for by Score tar; of 6tote (Liberia) 
Bm :iilk production figurec for cattle in the 
Gold Coact. 

A ted for by the Sntritlon Doctor at 
present carrying out a durvoy in 

Lib rin. ^ 

£ *■ 

i' ‘ ? tfi relating to oriuca tion in r .ri tick tfest 

Africe* 

Asked for b\ Lire. Sara Slmnnon Gaor^je 
(wife of Senator George). 

4* Booklet on the lawn and ations relating 

to voting, and Parlltowitary Candidature la 
United ;cingdoa. 

Asked for by Senator Goorgo. 












ft* 



> Jr oraclr.oion, I a Strati to Shir letter for- fOW 
lr foirc-tlcn r- oc y of t ie offloinl urrere Imn iout T7hlo& * 8 ; 

. iv i> t» tfte r.;v^' :Dor.totSv''.'fi or the In Xdt< ri» top t: 

:rl Ji ca .-ka of the OoM Const laillot'n am? its i. ^ 

MUa T. jix iti leHtPH 158*6 to SoVtfc A.rfn . ' la 

©clour so ?nlojient found cro-" t Cfevffir la the .©sen of all ogn- 
ocrao-., and I Arvo bt'.n netoil If It IsroccrolG to ywlc!e a 
100 oa 

At the ease M r. fleeted co.»Ve ox the tJlAHMa 
Vies*,- fcevj - tJrs»B lottor, and the Sidluroo'eRipor 

Awn listKbutod fop >«ml i - Sloe, $oa»thor vt#j ^ 

coulee of t-"". PnMic Rolailoac officers’* prothie*- one la tho 
<"k 8<'4 .tifjrtt*' ?j0Oex. 


you -Tili fl.nl also t.-o eojy lotterc anted ^Blxrtfflry 

i rcOoiv*e fron ?*« Criety 

1 o'foTc IcaMns Liberia or: Felnmmry 


X vould aut 11A to clODc K- r x «rt JlttMit ^lneiljc 
on sKveaed th. gi-onfi o-- .rfcetiS ao<i ;.lit wee .rtiiolites 0 .• •••• to 

• ti¥ 

r. Jofim Bonerliv^ *&o «*M*t t© townoe tro .tlo on vtn 6cJmli’ 
to enoum t'*v ever .this.' jiGotsiblo sraa < u *0 to feel? vanrdc 
.ni ii r th.- o> 'not if : to; r a true; a , in X ( ’* os »ct 

grateful to hir. In wry wny. 

* * 

-» 

2 hftTO the 1»; war to bo, sir 


Tour otetiiont C'.rvcut; 



« 







/ 


Sir CSweld Creasy, . 0 , .n. 

Clllnf :X:eretnr*r ;«»t Afriear Council 
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RESTRICTED 

8 UlO/S. 17/47) 


ftesD. ko. . j-f° 


Ml nl H ter MONRuV^A, 

Governor,Sierra Leone, 

Legation, 

MONROVIA, 

Liberia* 

11th March, 7, 


Monrovia despatch No.6 of the 


2b th Feb.,1947 


Copy of Monrovia des- Report on •The 
patch No. 24B(4Q7/S, 1^/47) 

of the 11th March, 1947, Liberian Mining 
addressed to Hie Majesty *b 

Principal Secretary of Concession* - Bomi 

State for foreign Affairs, 

Foreign Office, London. hills project. 




. RSSTRIOTKI) 


4 6 ( 409/8.17/47) 


IU N& _ 

RfGD. life r 


Minister 
OFWAC, 


Legation, 

MONROVIA, 

Liberia. 

11th 


MONROVIA 

Accra, Gold Const. 


March, 7. 


Monrovia despatch No.3 of the 2b th Feb,,1947, 


Copy of Monrovia aes- 
patch No.248(407/8.17/ 
47) of the 11th Maroh, 
1947, addressed to his 
Majesty's Principal 
Secretary ol State for 
Foreign Affairs,London. 


Report on "The 
Libei’inn Mining 
Concession" - Boml 
Hills project. 






RESTRICTED 


O.T.3( 408/a. 17/47) 

Minister MONROVIA, 

-> E.P.D., Board of Trade, 

Hut London, 

Legation, 

MONROVIA, 

Liberia, 

11th March, 7. 

Monrovia despatch No.O.T.2 of 25th Peb., 1947. 


D. NO. 



Copy of Monrovia dee- Report on "The 
patoh No. 24E(4Q7/d. 17/47) 

of the 11th March,1947, Liberian Mining 

addreeeed to His Majes¬ 
ty's Principal Secretary Concession” - Bona 
of state for Foreign 

Affairs, Foreign Office, Hills project. 
London, 







HU tieh ..Of- t*,.r. 



i40*/ ..17/4T, 
Ho.34ft, 


Ift!; V|., Liberia. 
Utb arah, X94fl. 


iir, 


in agr aeeprteh Sua.« r 14 of lb • 8®th 
* eb rut-ry, i nave h»ra on ok f, fount. lnroraaition 
suaewBlOf; the pw*«ni pwtlU«B in ro^nrd tv’the 
..Iberian t inin^ Cvneaaaloe~» 

at. binoe writing th t report, 1 net at a 
ivcul gathering or.s* u t the non aapluyoa loeeli/ 
by Lionel Chrlatla r.n« during the Ounvern turn 
ho infoiwea nc tha t the coiipniyr *e« nee about to 
upon on a/Tica in itonca /it. ana Uu.t in the Imho-’ 
data future thu st&rr would eventualiy ••ouch • 
total of Mwtr.M twelve pnVOune. courdin*. t» Mh 
their firut work bo the oviietruotlon of n 

road tna l«nna«Ui to Out Uotl mile durim ihlnh 
tin# survey* would bo *ede ae to tho boot mute 
to fall** fa* the aonatructioft air the minvi»> 
lu&l rill a railway link. furvegi oro underotovc. 
to twM already arrived or to a* arriving eeoh. 

a* ar. C.B.Tln h o e lwke, 'kief of the .livieleft 
of . frican Affaire of th* office of foot’ *«torn 
and frlaon Affaire of th* ./aiericett :*ptrhNitt of 
ituto, hne boon vielting Liberie for o fee uaye 
Uuintitt othor .aoat frtcan tarrltoriee and during 
the eouraa of an infernal eubveraatien ho infvr*a& 
no thfct tho hlbtrlM .loin* .oaeasaion* 1 io fiaft- 
nltely to be groaaadat oith. 

4. -n addition to the above sterioan ectivi- 
tioa the oteff of the t*tirico» CuOualc - it.ii-n 
In Liberia i* once at,alu being iaorauad in bus. bore 
ana there oro slgaa tint they ere to inoroeoo their 
ootivitieo in the near future. 

a. 1 on aendluf. cepiae of this ooopatah to 
the xpwrt : rotawtion >opurttn«nt of the uu^ of 
Trade, to tie Chief eereter;, -oat .friean feonall 
pear*, and tv tUa Governor of •ierrn l.aune. 


1 have the honour to bo 


tith the hlfcboot reaped 


four *»*t obedient, bunble ,orvi.M 


P 




•»ia Rbjeaty’a trinolpol s-oeretory 
of btete for luraigt rffeiro. 



wrriga Office. 


;on'or 
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fUm Minister I■*.. 1 TL , Liberia, 

_ ~ ^h® Governor, Sierra r ,cone» 

RE6D. No. 


Location, 

aaraom, 

Liberia, 

23 th Jteoxuaryp 7, 

Monrovia Canfi*<lccp£i.tch Ho, 1 of the let January, 1947, 


1, Copy of Soeai'ovia C or.fi- 
dent irJL despatch Iteiber 142 
(257/Si I7A/) of the bStli 
I tofcrucxy, 1 947* addre s ceu 
to Hia Kresty's Principal 
3eci^tazv oi itate for 
i'oiTi-x -Affr-irs, Leaden. 


Report on the 'ksa HiHs 
concession (Liberia) arxl 
the ’Yciish 3ovorni<iat , s 
interest i-orcin. 


# 
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(*> 


Minister f: . V... , 1 cri:\, 

OFuAG t Accra* Cole Const* 


Le atian, 

MONROVIA* 

Liberia* 

ijiebmiaxy* 


7. 


rJo.ii 1 avia Conl'i. despatch No. 1 of tlie 1st January* 1947* 


1. Ccpyof Mwiirovia Confi¬ 
dential despatch liuaber 14!i 
{Zj 7/G.17/V7) of 25tL 
February, 1947» addrasaed 
to His Majesty's Principal. 
Secretary of State for 
Fcrei t* Affairs* London, 


Report on the Ban! 3111s 
concession (Li'jerla) and 
the French Gov*em.nent f s 
interest therein* 






4 *\ 


O.T. 2(29^/3.17/47) 


RLE Ha¬ 

lf?E60. NO. 


£ZZ 


Minister MONROVIA, Liberia, 

Hoard or i*mde # London, 


J— 




Legation, 

moROSIA* 

jjiberir^ 


25 th l*ebrui jt-j 7. 




1* Copy of Monrovia, Confl- Report on the Ecrii 
dontlal c j spate' i LW-jgt 14is 
(297/2*17/47) of wo 2" 4 1 liiiir. ocacession 
Fcbruaxy# 1947* addressed 

to I!*.. - ■ Jo© ty * s rtinclpai {Liberia} and the 

Secretary of State for 

Plbivign Affairs, Lon „ ftranch, LrOvei'nr/-nt* s 


interest therein. 
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R£GD. NO. 



Wltditfl lAJOtlont 
HH:aX » UEbe=£La» 

19fc7. 


XnpK«9vctu14 ttSfftf a dispr .tflh TlTei 1 of to 
let JftiYjft I neta a tort ittfbrwwo to th peewit portion 
io xr*jnrd to «to litoi/gi siqiac orooaetor or to oontnot 
ftwTicd between to /anrioan oitinan, Txiotic, roa tic 

libmtoi Qowranafc ftr the ttvnln&fr ticn to import; 
flAPOsrt.be in the Bead mile nrtl to tin poeoifslc Htmcit intoreet 
in this omori4ai to the crrbrrt tJ*cr wold IS* e nefsr 
rrvUyqBcr amafcruotea hetn jcn Monrovia m3, the Ttal ;ajdc to to 
OK&aebl into the titedflO to the np:ni» fttntlea 

m» I hew hrl on dsfaen&l xuan nith tin ittoeii 

m tcUi cuijjocrt rad hoen atoaitou to loilotoi*. iigbas*** 
> , ip toil ri$P be a£ BfinursX taturoetb 23n emfciAl of ftw rii 
yutoa vatoh to iVonch xxtl&X lita to qpon t$> i® to a%ofcry 
ejLTas^m 4 £KJSu^ Aunh line Awt tlirifl liUi JJDr, Dt 

to**t and tJ^.o f .* /» TQu oro edroaLfcy mm$ if and etc.. 

tf o Bod ItUio odqqqsUx) in iVajoIoaxL It in ^ jaoeii to aar>- 

etroofc a rail***/ i*cn I cmttov to to ixi l IX do nfuoi to 
oxtxL* it*;* If tin ; 1 nsteori end tiio 3 taadi m ettx, to 
m to rcrtv-oxrfc oomor of Liberia xi&di ii^LYm^aiv 
in god of to oast pqptitaboa die trial* of :x**ria bit thin rutte 
waili# I intotnV In quite nn invin«rb\ fhot ckHivj to to 
rtn'np of brid^m t£; 1 c£i T 7 SAb? be requira!* w&& to bo *n twy «i 
^ If tld® riiouM be to it an eutrtOtian le tot to raifr*^ 
rftoal bo ortoa- flm SGT^IE* to li JOK Juot awsr to bonder 
In nctr.nh Ozbacn bat £ tsi cxtjtma frui to i^endh : Inintor tot 
the lYmrfi Oo."crmrstt w-iid not be Intowtfod io tlzin* itxL if 
to prTooafl radiaqy ‘trtvsoan to Baal Mil® raid be V+vr^ m 
Oiroct vdtfi 2rti : !8 to itwv*t epttld prtofcly be Intocostod* 

Si tore 3% haeem^ pci alternative route for lin. toil op 
IsWriX: zi dth isonrevl&a Ite cely rdejor roed of &ag - ^ 

In Llbei l e xuno ita >> rrrri^ te CQ\«rv ex)i after e cpp$ ib® 
i to i &*'* Zdc to Lbdted state* town f .tl 
pradtme to oatfu ta bit ae to Qnitod : teto An^A 1 creoo loft 
Libetia Wbt liver onolfi flo fis the tUAM otetee nnwent iit 
n ibwyjjKiiiay oontootea to wit out to to Ftaoetro ?x to. ' 
ttorct-rdcicne tiao toe nr ogyloti^ tide tola ton fiaWed to 
rood r£H be onplnte 9 to S«W€IM Wtoh in mr to borfer 
of Cldnea and only ear & nXhm 2*cu :wsi:; Baft to 

redixtewise of ttd* nod in e tocrtlblaa to ar^ \y Jurwy note? 
teiifSc to Fcmt>via io motor cnetton mil I uzitevtod 
<• ite vkii ndd Jito to too a sailer oonetmetod Qem licnrY ia 
to UP cUreot xuiuj (a meter of about fifX) xvLLoe) 

nlth di: m* ^ .‘a no w to in XOloOcT b> be latct-e: ,toi in acy 
moll rrdtoy 9 £ think tliore in little d«oo of it over jaiae 
beexnd to euE^patXon stato 


Ida 1.x/cr;?tfK^ 
of tots for Fbrti^i Affair^ 
^arol&l Ui?fkv% 

l^adai 



4 * 












4» una otter zuacur le ttorib -f and te tl® ted mils 

oraaooefdan is vl fche tvllvoy borCnsea fM 

teal UUZo sal jit be of she Motecd typo but tills ;-cuM 
MM* site mMlMi M MlMto a i rout ti Mflb 

Si S?« r ikii J iuiulcr nlBO i < ttaift IT Cm 

•lUK azQs eJicuta be qpen&d \%> Uo wroneb jxL ht be 
to r^liin w^tuaXly a« mati ss JOfUOQ tk»© of ooe* 

slaMng <f l&Seti* canned neat and cfter local israAicts per 
.a^xrtJi Dor cjvrrte.v to rare vvlr# CMe woount of la 

edbjoat to the Jtexii tsasii’jsy oxvaompi boiic Hardier <2o« 
^^elcpoC then it Is el the prooafc ti^c* 

& In csxrialiiziiacv X ujuU odd tlmt all Jo rJwre Is 
wry Mil In tfo nature of qpcoul iuan artf, mfin, nUAStil 
tidn*ing and I o jmUte Jsafc it tell be s lot*; tko beibro 
way pert oJ 1 C» jwjr.sao etariali^es csroyt ^<Ksdualy ti® 
ir -rarTivlaWtea rills link. 'JOopite the Oi^lc Atc/ of dUtnlxw 
inc eny Cat^xL to end xnllpJiio im'Wir.tiiA it racist be ^ a\d 
to here the ebm notes an rooord f ar bed^jctmal in t?» 
ovorst if i nvulq. : ^;'a piJaectjssiUy pirns an time 

liner.* :iuin Ifcmwhi Intaro t if ap^xmtl/ to link qp 
the STMTS eras telh the nee part rtlfcwrorL* 

7* l *z w r^iqg oqpl co of this fcmsx Sati to Co tewt 
Frmjfclai DepcrtanirS of the tetrd of 2mfc, to the Chief 
$ecrot«y, "«t \£rtaeai Council, *oar^ end to to own 1 
of :1am terete 


X bocro tieixmour to bo, 
v lift the hlhrat respeot* 
.llz> 

tour aoet d bo ' - iart , h stole mrw&at§ 
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British Legation) 

(297/S. 17/47)' OOP* KCMROVIA, Liberia. 

Humber 1AE, 25-01 February, 1947. 

Sir, 

In paragraph^ 14 and 17 of no?' despatch lumber 1 of the 
1st January, I made a short reference to the present position 
in regard to "the Liberian Lining Concession* or the contract 
signed between the American eiiisen, Colonel Christie, and the 
Liberian GoverrEaent for the exploitation of the iron-ore 
deposits in the Bccti Hills and to the possible French interest 
in this concession to the extent that they would like any 
railway constructed between Monrovia and the Baal Hills to be 
extended into the interior to tlje French frontier, 

2* 1 have had an infonaal discussion with the French 

Minister on this subject and have elicited the following inform- 
tion, which snay be of general interest. The section of French 
Guinea which the French would like to open up is the country 
surrounding ZEESSKOHE which lies just inside French Guinea at 
about 7°45 , H and S o 30 f W» As you are already arare, if and when 
the Bomi Hills concession is develc^ed, it is proposed to con¬ 
struct a railway from Monrovia to the Bomi Hills which might be 
extended, if the Liberians and the French are interested, to 
K0LAHQN in the north-west corner of Liberia which incidentally 
is one of the most populated districts of Liberia but this route 
would, I understand, be quite an engineering feat owing to the 
number of bridges which v/ould be required, said to be as many as 
52, If this should be done one suggestion is that the railway 
should be extended from IQCLAIMt to UAGHEtlA just over the border 
in French Guinea but I understand from the French Lliniater that 
the French Government would not be interested in this* But if 
the proposed railway between the Bocd Kills could be joined up 
direct with hKidICFE the J'rench would probably be interested* 

3* there is, however, an alternative route for Uniting up 
MftKmRR rath lionrovia. The only major road of any importance 
in Liberia runs from Monrovia to G3ANGA and, after a gap, from 
BIALA to SANOKSELB* This gap the United States Government 
premised to coqplete but as the United States Armed Forces left 
Liberia before they could do tills the United States Government 
subsequently contracted the work out to the Firestone Bubber 
Plantations who are new carole ting tills task. When finished the 
road will be complete up to SANCMEIE which is near the border 
of French Guinea and only sane 25 miles from KSH&LOHE* tbit the 
maintenance of this road in a condition to cany iieavy motor 
traffic down to Monrovia is another question and I understand 
the French would like to see a railway constructed frem lionrc/ia 
to link up by tills direct route (a matter of about 250 miles) 
with ZZEGul'DRE, As no one else is lively to be interested in any 
such railway, I think Hi ere is little cliynce of it ever going 
beyond the suggestion state* 


His Majesty's Principal Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, 
Foreign Office, 

London* 


4 . 











4* One other rumour ia that if and when the Bad Hills 
concession is developed tiie railway between Monrovia and 
the Bod! Hills might be of the overhead type but this would 
of course also necessitate the construction of a road as well. 

5* The French Minister also mentioned that if the 
SEE&XrtE area should be opened up Hie French might be able 
to raise eventually as much as 30,000 tons of freight con¬ 
sisting of hides, canned meat and otter local products per 
month for carriage to wenrovi a* This amount of freight is 
subject to the French territory concerned being further de¬ 
veloped than it is at the present time, 

6 « In conclusion, I would add that all the above is 
very much in the nature of speculation and, maybe, wishful 
thinking and I consider that it win be a long time before 
ary part of the progr&ome materializes except possibly tlio 
lionrov±a-Bor.ii Hill 3 linii* Despite the difficulty of obtain¬ 
ing ary definite and reliable information it might be useful 
to have the above notes on record for background in t3« 
event of ary developments subsequently taking place on these 
lines. The main French interest is apparently to link v^> 
tne ZEHTICHE area with the new port at Monrovia* 

, * I a . sending copies of tliis despatch to the Export 
Proaotion Department of the Board of Trade, to the Chief 
Secretary, West African Council, Accra, and to the Governor 
of Sierra Leone. 


I have Ihchonour to be, 

,i‘ith the hipest respect. 

Six, 

Your most obedient, humble Servant, 


ft 
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British Location, 
Monrovia,Liberia. 

i *1947# 


I hare the honour to rofer to telcgno tie* 99 of the 27th. 
of iegltt|19iv6 f end foitted correspondence regordii^ the doe ire 
of the Qonsoiidetoii iifficuvi >joldction Trust to negotiate on 
Miml lilt t.ie Mbortan QumnoBni for the explen bio or 
Liberian territory with a. view to diamond raining diftlifflOht end 
to report that Mr. F+W+w*AKtr*lt, who arrived tore Wheat the 
Biddle of Jccamber a© representative of t :r Tract* returned to 
the United kin^tioa today after a long period of inconcliirivo 
negotiations with the President of Liberia* i>o agreement baa* I 
m informed by Mr* Anafolt, been signed but the door baa been 
left open for further wrotiationc. 

2 m According to Mr* Atmfelt the position is briefly* ao follows 
The rriiit’a request for on exclusive right for di mends for 99 
ymmrm ever the whole country was st first refused by the ¥ resid¬ 
ent who| however, later consented to grant an exclusive diamond 
prospecting right over the whol© country tor t period of 3 ye rs 
with the right to a further year in the event of force tmicaro 
and tue additional right to exploit subsequently any limited 
areas applied far during that ^period* This has not boon oons id- 
ored a sufficiently longjjeried for the Trust who have Instructed 
to* AraHalt to return to the United Kingdom for further consult— 
ftUto* 


jm The President wrote to Mr* Arwfolt e3Q»reasiitg his willingness 
to allow his effer to stand and to po-o jon negotiations If the 
Trust could at any time agree to oia teaW* 

4 * to* dnafelt informs me that in hit view there he bean no 
American opposition of any sort to the Trust'd proposals, * 
adds taat everywhere he tw& boon ciet with ooirteoy and frie d- 
linoss and that he const dors the only obstacle is that the 
ireeiuunt dues not feci that for political reasons he can rive 
on exclusive rigut for the period deeired by tho Trust* 


I have the nonour to be 
With the highest respect. 
Sir, 

Your moat obedient, 
huable Uervant, 



The Ulght loncuracle ^rnest ^evin 


foreign Ofice, 
London 3 + 3 * 1 * 













British Legation 
Monrovia,Liberia* 
20th* February,1947* 


Confidential 

27b/3.17/U7* 


PILE N( 



REGD. wo. 3y £/ 3 

date: ^* 7 * 7 ** 


Dear Western Department, 

My despatch ho. 108 of the 25th.of November, 
1946, and my despatch Ho*11 of the 18th.of February 
about the Liberian Centennial Exposition* 

You might like to know that during an inform 1 
al conversation the American Minister told me that 
he had as yet no idea whether or not Wash' - " 



would be sending a United States warship 


26 th*of July, but he thought it might be doubtful 
unless the official opening of the Monrovia port 
works was to take place at the same time, welch is 
within the bounds of possibility* The port works 
are, as you know, being constructed under the super¬ 
vision of the United States Navy* 

2 . 

But perhaps you already have news of what 
Washington intends to do in this respect* 


Yours ever. 



Foreign Office, 



London S*VV*1, 
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(l^ r dear Sir Hubert), 


Priti.T' Lo at', v.* 
limraDVlA, Liberia. 
15th February # 1947. 


?Serr* th2Lrt:o for your letter of the ^th February about 
a letter you recoiled £Vra lx* C* T- r J* Sin^ tho Aotlng 
Secretrjcy of Stata* in "iftich bo soareyod to you the eomdlnnoe 
of the Liberian Grrrrnesnt for the death of Sir Douyl&s Jardioe, 
late Center of Sierra Leono* 

X arree with you that it would cjoen not to be quite in 
srdor for a formal letter of that nature to be adexoasod to 
jo-.l direct by the Ac tine Secretary a 1 ot&te* la i^r view the 
coiadolt oce of the? Liberian GoreTT^aent filrjuld have been conTcyed 
to you sii±Er thrombi this Lection or through tl;e Liberian 
representative* In order tb&rafore not to era^'as a precedent 
I bare bad tto letter written a ; ycur traction cy tMColcmiel 
i cix tary sent on to the Sacrctory of St^te. 

It is rjoot kind of ycri to laenticn that ytra wold be 
yesy ^Lad to see me at Freetown any time that I can get away 
but at the meaent I fear I ai tnywr preoccupied here. I h<5*> 
Loeever to be proceeding oil leave to the United Xinfjto early 
In August, as soon as poanibiL* sJFiar the Otmtenas^f on the 2oth 
jUly* ,'*y han already been sanctioned and Xau beginning 

to wonder how X can gat out of this bottle-neck as ships fro® 
hero to the United JLar^m are vary few and for betwwoiu I m 
told hewever tmt the Elder Le os ter Company or; rc<|uesi aay 
possibly be willing to pat in a ship h coawsrdhb ound to pick rae 
up but I should be aost irrxteful if you oould possibly let no 
Vjior wlictfcrrr priori ties for passages are still in force and 
whether you ^iunb that ^ should register new emu, if as* with 
trio w Altboudi ;?essrs.Fsterso%Zoehori3 & Ccnrcuy are -be Sit cr 
Dewater** agents bars t do not think that they oeoe into the 
ouestiem of priorities. I have already talked ^-tfa the inf owmalT r 
igl they think it could is quite safe waiting & few oonths before 

a pas ff ffi gff t is I am not mite dear as to the procedure 
in Ifcis matter I should be ooet grateful to le&ro your views as 
I she ild c fivti* prefer to travel by sliip rather i^ian V air if 
r. iiiy because you can take yc*ir personal iu ^.aje with you. &r.d . -eve 
a rest on board. 


“(With best wishes*) 

(Yours very sincerely)* 

tOKMu 

Sir I kbert Stevenson* :iC*r* , <VBU7>., iLO., 

Ckr. errrient House* 

FEQHOflf* Sierra Leone* 









GOVERNMENT HOUSE, 
SIERRA LEONE. 

5th February, 1947 * 




I have received a letter from Ur. C.T.Q. King, the 
Acting Secretary of State, Liberia, conveying the condolence 
of the Liberian Government for the death of Sir Douglas 
Jardine, late Governor of this Colony. I am not sure that 
it is quite in order that a formal letter of this nature 
should be addressed to me by the Secretary of State, it is 
a question of procedure about which you may have some views. 
If the procedure is incorrect and I personally repl*p& to 
the Secretary of State it may create a precedent which you 
think should not be established. I therefore enclose tvro 
letters, one signed by myself and the other written at my 
direction by the Colonial Secretary and I should be grateful 
if you would have whichever you think is the more appropriate 
sent on to the Secretary of State and destroy the other. 

I may say that I have no personal feeling of resent¬ 
ment, I merely think that it is better.to follow recognized 
procedure in such matters. 


I shall be very glad to see you here any time that 
you cun get away, but I have been detained in Freetown by a 
succession of delegations from home end must soon tour the 
Protectorate. It is unlikely that I shall spend very much 
time in Freetown during the next two months. 







J. Bowering, Ssq, 
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British Legation, 
JTKROVtt, Liboriiw 

27th January, 1947* 


RECD. NO, 


air. 


/ 3^ /' 


X have the honour to report that at a recent 
private dimer party BKulteot i'ua ion during tin course 
of contrers&tlaa ©tated iimt x.C... i» Ming r.ijs going t^ 
Wnshington us dead of tho Liberian Mission to be eota— 
hlishod thmx. 


2 m War the purpos e of easy referenoo, 1 quote boloe 
tin particulars of KivC.D.B.King as given in v& to ^atch 
Rutibcr 5>3 of tin lot Jtily, 1346, being ay report upon 
le ad i ng personalities In Liberia. for tin yoor 1946 •• 



•_ • • . . rE*'.:Ldr-‘ M of ■ !*• iOi-iu r-j.l itet 

fairuoat SlCor State 3.2 President of tlsc 
Liberian Bar dnsoci&tlan, and oixief consulting 
ocur.;wl for Firestone 'lantotioria. Ife h&n 
lacilo’.xxl into a hendscoe and distinguished gentle— 
•-on, enl still ur.iainc a public fi^^urc- of out-ai— 
lierable ability and influence, astute, urbane, 
vell-arofitL, and socially epyeoahlo. lie spend; most 
ol‘ his thee in his vrell-aprpaizrtod hcrae on his 
flourishing rubber plantation about 80 raHes fxta 
Jtat'oviaj but he is often in the capital, and an 
outstanding and popular figure at all large State 
and social functions, lt*a»Xing is liloaeise an 
attractive and cultured wonan, find she nana co to 
retain her good looks in ov&to of advancing o<]o. * 


His Cap sly's principal docrotaxy 
of State far Maroi^n Affairs, 
Foreign uffioo, 
London. 












3* /-lthoufjh old he Is about 70 - tor, riiy- 
sho^Ld Ixi a sucooesfui repro:entative of Liberia 
at ^aaMnf^on as In addition to tlx qualities 
cnsaorattsd uxma e is a good jxihjl c spanker* His 
Llbssrian Assistant 3sotrctaxy of stats 
and as one tins it vac thou^it that he vould obtain 
the Wellington appoint *enfc. 

As no gtfbl io mmaancoaeat at XfrKlng'a 
sppoiiitriont has as yet boon made here it nrijit be 

advisable for it to bo lasted as •mfideutLal for 
the tine hoirvg* 

b* X should be grateful if a copy of 
dsqpatoh oould be fanrordod to Bis Majesty** 

- nibcssador at ttujohia^/^torj* 


I have tit honour to bc f 

t he ill - .C:_ L 11; Spectta 
Sir, 

lour MOL; !• obedlcnt, hnoblo Servant* 


J. WMJ-WM 
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ICth January* 1%7< 




r. ...o - 1 A::-.-. \"corxJ:.-.\jr- of 
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1947. 



Mr. Minister: 

I have the honour to request that you 
bring to the attention of your Government that 
the LiberInn Government, in accordance with the 
recommendation contained In the Resolution of 


the General Assembly of the United Nations 


Organization regarding the recall of Ambassadors, 
Ministers, and Charges d*Affaires from Madrid, 
Spain, has advised its Consul General in New 
York, to Inform the Secretary General of UNO, 
that it accedes to said recommendation, and that 
its diplomatic representation at Madrid is being 
withdrawn. 


Be pleased, Mr. Minister, to accept the 



His Excellency John Dowering, 
H.B.M.Envoy Extraordinary-and 
Minister Plenipotentiary, 
British Legation, Monrovia. 












